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Welcome to the 8th Edition of the Y-EMERGE Spotlight 

Y-EMERGE Spotlight is a monthly newsletter sharing the achievements of the York Emergency 

Mitigation, Engagement, Response, and Governance Institute (Y-EMERGE). 

In This Issue: 

• Featured Highlights: Celebrating Key Achievements 

• Y-EMERGE in the Media: Recent Articles and Features 

• Research Publications: Research Highlights 

• Special Announcements: New Programs and Prestigious Awards 

• Upcoming Events: Stay Engaged with Y-EMERGE 

• Event Recap: Y-EMERGE Early Career Network (ECN) Networking Event 2024 

Featured Highlights: Celebrating Key Achievements 

Introducing Our Newest Program: PhD in Disaster and Emergency Management (DEM) 

 

 

We are excited to introduce our latest academic offering: the PhD program in Disaster and 

Emergency Management (DEM). 

https://www.yorku.ca/research/yemerge/
https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/


The PhD in Disaster and Emergency Management is a unique program that combines rigorous 

academic training with practical experience. Our program is led by esteemed faculty members 

who bring knowledge and real-world expertise to the classroom. Students will engage in 

cutting-edge research, interdisciplinary collaboration, and fieldwork, preparing them to become 

leaders in emergency management. 

For more details on the program, admission requirements, and how to apply, visit our PhD 

program in DEM page.  

Book Series: Systems Thinking in Decision-Making 

 

On December 18, 2024 

 Professor Hassan Qudrat-Ullah, Series Editor-in-Chief at York University, is leading the 

development of the Systems Thinking in Decision-Making: Innovations and Applications series 

published by World Scientific. 

This series explores the integration of systems thinking with contemporary decision-making 

tools to address complex challenges in domains such as business, healthcare, and public policy. 

It provides theoretical insights and practical applications, highlighting the importance of holistic 

approaches and systemic problem-solving. 

With topics ranging from system dynamics modeling to adaptive decision-making, the series 

aims to enhance decision-making processes by managing complexity, anticipating unintended 

consequences, and improving outcomes. Read More        

Y-EMERGE In The Media  

Analysis of the Risks of Eliminating FEMA in The Conversation 

On January 27, 2025, Professor Jack L. Rozdilsky published an article in The Conversation titled 

"Trump’s plan to eliminate FEMA is a very bad idea." In the piece, Professor Rozdilsky critiques 

President Donald Trump's proposal to overhaul or potentially dismantle the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA). He argues that such a move is both unreasonable and foolish, 

especially amid ongoing disasters. Read More 

https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/
https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/
https://www.worldscientific.com/series/stdm?srsltid=AfmBOop9KZ3OKqEyUW4hWFrtLNh796RQ3CfUS3EbtL5PZGWV9Q6sNGyb&utm_campaign=0add40bcd4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_13_10_26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=YFile+Subscriber+List&utm_term=0_-0add40bcd4-645521674
https://theconversation.com/trumps-plan-to-eliminate-fema-is-a-very-bad-idea-248293


Ontario’s Early Election Could Weaken Canada’s Response to U.S. 

Trade Threats 

On January 25, 2025, Professor Mark Winfield, was featured in The Conversation discussing the 

potential consequences of Ontario’s early election amid U.S. trade tensions. He highlighted that 

Premier Doug Ford’s decision to call an unnecessary election could hinder Canada’s ability to 

respond effectively to Donald Trump’s proposed tariffs, diverting attention from crucial 

economic and diplomatic efforts. Read More 

Enhancing Digital Literacy to Combat Climate and Disaster 

Misinformation 

On January 23, 2025, Professor S. Harris Ali co-authored an article in The Conversation titled 

"Better digital literacy could help reduce climate and disaster conspiracy theories." The piece 

examines the proliferation of misinformation during climate-related disasters, such as false 

claims about geo-engineered hurricanes and intentionally set wildfires. Read More 

York Professor Highlights Fire Diplomacy and Global Collaboration 

On January 23, 2025, Professor Eric Kennedy, Y-EMERGE Interim Director, shared insights with 

Bloomberg about the growing importance of fire diplomacy in combating wildfires globally. Dr. 

Kennedy emphasized the benefits of mutual aid agreements between countries like Canada, the 

U.S., Australia, and South Africa, which allow nations to share resources and expertise during 

fire emergencies. Read More 

Unauthorized Drone Use Disrupts Wildfire Response Operations 

On January 20, 2025, Professor Ali Asgary was featured in the Times Colonist, discussing the 

impact of unauthorized drone use during wildfire emergencies. He called for stricter regulations, 

increased public awareness, and advanced technologies to address the growing challenges of 

drone incursions during wildfire response. Read More 

The Impact of False Alerts on Public Trust and Anxiety  

On January 15, 2025, Professor Jack L. Rozdilsky was featured in The Times Colonist, discussing 

the impact of false alerts during emergencies, such as those issued during the Greater Los 

Angeles wildfires. He highlighted how these alerts can undermine public trust and provoke 

anxiety, emphasizing the importance of accurate crisis communication. Read More 

Reflecting on Jimmy Carter's Legacy in Nuclear Emergency Response  

On December 30, 2024, Professor Jack L. Rozdilsky was featured in The Conversation, reflecting 

on Jimmy Carter's legacy in nuclear emergency response and disaster management. He 

https://theconversation.com/an-unnecessary-ontario-election-wont-help-canada-deal-with-donald-trump-248094
https://theconversation.com/better-digital-literacy-could-help-reduce-climate-and-disaster-conspiracy-theories-247554
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/newsletters/2025-01-23/a-new-era-of-fire-diplomacy
https://www.timescolonist.com/weather-news/the-use-of-drones-during-wildfires-can-disrupt-response-operations-10101162
https://www.timescolonist.com/weather-news/false-alerts-like-the-one-sent-during-the-greater-los-angeles-wildfires-can-undermine-trust-and-provoke-anxiety-10078695


highlighted Carter's pivotal contributions to crisis preparedness, which continue to shape 

modern approaches to handling large-scale emergencies. Read More 

Exploring Parallels Between Guatemala and Israel 

On December 17, 2024, Professor Carlota McAllister was featured in NACLA's Winter 2024 issue, 

discussing Guatemala and Israel's historical and ongoing relationship. In her article titled "A 

Genocidal Special Relationship," she highlighted the parallels between state-led violence against 

the Maya-Ixil in Guatemala and Palestinians in Israel. Read More 

Addressing Challenges from Trump's Trade and Energy Policies 

On December 16, 2024, Professor Mark Winfield was featured in The Conversation, discussing 

how Canada and its premiers should address the challenges posed by Trump's trade and energy 

policies. Winfield emphasized the need for strategic responses to safeguard Canada's 

environmental and economic interests. Read More 

Housing crisis, economic woes, and Trump: how Canada turned against immigrants 

On December 12, 2024, Dr. Yvonne Su published an article in The Los Angeles Times, discussing 

Canada's changing public attitude toward immigration, influenced by ongoing housing and 

economic difficulties. In her article, Dr. Su cautions against scapegoating immigrants for 

systemic issues like housing shortages, emphasizing the importance of addressing these 

problems with comprehensive policy solutions. Read More 

Student-teacher team analyzes the role of peer influence in teen vaping. 

On December 12, 2024, York University's Professor Iain Moyles and PhD student Sarah 

Machado-Marques published a study presenting a mathematical model to explore the role of 

peer influence on teen vaping. The study demonstrates how peer networks drive both the 

uptake and cessation of vaping, highlighting the cyclical nature of these behaviors. The findings 

offer valuable insights into how peer influence can be used to encourage healthier behaviors 

among adolescents. Read More 

Lassonde Prof uses AI to expand clinical trials for chronic conditions. 

On December 12, 2024, an article was published in Yfile YorkU highlighting Dr. Maleknaz 

Nayebi’s work in transforming clinical trials for chronic conditions through artificial intelligence 

(AI). As part of a team led by the global digital health company RxPx, Dr. Nayebi is contributing 

to the development of an innovative “AI clinical buddy system” that aims to improve patient 

recruitment, adherence, and engagement in clinical trials. This initiative seeks to enhance the 

diversity of participants and improve the accuracy of therapeutic testing across a range of 

demographics. Read More 

https://theconversation.com/jimmy-carters-death-invites-us-to-consider-his-legacy-of-nuclear-emergency-response-and-disaster-management-246576
https://nacla.org/genocidal-special-relationship
https://theconversation.com/how-canada-and-the-countrys-premiers-must-respond-to-trumps-trade-and-energy-policies-246012
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2024-12-12/housing-crisis-economic-woes-and-trump-how-canada-turned-against-immigrants
https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2024/12/12/student-teacher-team-analyzes-role-of-peer-influence-in-teen-vaping/
https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2024/12/12/lassonde-prof-uses-ai-to-expand-clinical-trials-for-chronic-conditions/


Canada launches global ad campaign to caution asylum-seekers 

On December 4, 2024, Canada has launched a global ad campaign to address misinformation 

about its asylum system, cautioning potential seekers about the challenges of refugee claims. 

Professor Yvonne Su told OMNI News the initiative risks harming vulnerable asylum-seekers and 

damaging Canada's compassionate image. Read More 

Research Publications 

Integrating AI with Mechanistic Epidemiological Modeling 

 

On January 10, 2025, an article coauthored by Professor Seyed M. Moghadas was published in 

Nature Communications. It explored the potential of combining AI with traditional models to 

enhance disease forecasting and public health planning, while identifying key challenges like 

dataset diversity and decision-making integration. Read More 

Impact of RSVpreF Vaccination on Reducing RSV Burden in Infants and Older Adults 

 

On January 9, 2025, Professor Seyed M. Moghadas was featured in Nature Medicine, discussing 

the impact of RSVpreF vaccination on reducing the burden of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) in 

infants and older adults. He highlighted that targeted immunization strategies could prevent up 

to 64% of hospitalizations among older adults and significantly reduce RSV-related 

hospitalizations in infants. Read More. 

https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2024/12/04/claiming-asylum-isnt-easy-canada-warns-refugees-in-new-global-ad-campaign/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-024-55461-x
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-024-03431-7


Mapping the global patent landscape of phage therapy using AI 

 

On December 11, 2024, Professor Jude Kong co-authored a study in Frontiers in Microbiology, 

leveraging machine learning and big data techniques to map the global patent landscape of 

phage therapy. Their research sheds light on innovation trends and intellectual property 

developments, offering valuable insights into combating antibiotic-resistant infections. Read 

More 

Transitioning Fossil-Based Economies                                              Sustainable Strategies 

for Energy Change 

 

On December 2, 2024, Professor Hassan Qudrat-Ullah authored a comprehensive exploration 

of the role of fossil-based economies in the global energy transition toward sustainability. His 

book, Transitioning Fossil-Based Economies: Sustainable Strategies for Energy Change, delves 

into the challenges and opportunities inherent in shifting from fossil fuels to renewable energy 

sources. It analyzes the economic, environmental, and social impacts of this transition and 

identifies strategies for fostering sustainable practices within fossil-based economies. Read 

More 

York Grad Publishes Groundbreaking COVID-19 Research 

On January 3, 2025, Tricia Corrin, a graduate of York University's Master of Disaster & 

Emergency Management (MDEM) program, was recognized for her impactful contributions to 

crisis response research under the supervision of Professor Eric Kennedy. Corrin has published 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41587-024-02493-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41587-024-02493-9
https://www.ebooks.com/en-ca/book/211417298/transitioning-fossil-based-economies/hassan-qudrat-ullah/?_c=1
https://www.ebooks.com/en-ca/book/211417298/transitioning-fossil-based-economies/hassan-qudrat-ullah/?_c=1


two significant studies examining how evidence synthesis adapted during the COVID-19 

pandemic, highlighting innovations like artificial intelligence and real-time collaboration for 

decision-making under pressure. 

Professor Eric Kennedy praised Corrin's achievements, calling her research "groundbreaking" 

and a testament to York University's leadership in disaster and emergency management. 

Read More 

• "The Evolution and Adaptation of Evidence Synthesis During the COVID-19 Pandemic in 

Canada: Perspectives of Evidence Synthesis Producers" 

• DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0314657 

• "The Production and Utility of Evidence Synthesis During the COVID-19 Pandemic in 

Canada: Perspectives of Evidence Synthesis Producers" 

• DOI: 10.1332/17442648Y2024D000000034 

Special Announcements 

Y-EMERGE Member was Recognized as IEEE Fellow for Contributions to Information 

and AI Research 

On January 29, 2025, Professor Jimmy Huang was named a Fellow of the Institute of Electrical 

and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) in recognition of his contributions to information retrieval, web 

search, natural language processing, and conversational systems. Professor Huang highlighted 

that this prestigious distinction reflects the impact of his research and the dedication of his PhD 

students and postdoctoral fellows. Read More. 

York Professor Secures Major Funding to Enhance National Road Safety 

On January 24, 2025, York University announced that Professor Peter Park from the Lassonde 

School of Engineering will lead a groundbreaking road safety project funded by over $500,000 

from Transport Canada’s Enhanced Road Safety Transfer Payment Program (ERSTPP). This marks 

York’s first-ever funding from the ERSTPP, launched in 2019 to improve road safety across 

Canada. Read More 

Y-EMERGE Member Secures $250,000 Cultivate Grant for Climate Adaptation in the 

Arts Sector 

On December 27, 2025, Professor Ian Garrett, Y-EMERGE Member, announced receiving a 

$250,000 Cultivate Grant from the Canada Council for the Arts. The grant will fund the 

development of a framework for climate adaptation and disaster risk mitigation within cultural 

organizations, running from January 1 to December 31, 2025. Professor Garrett emphasized that 

https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2025/01/03/york-u-grads-research-paves-way-for-smarter-crisis-response/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0314657
https://doi.org/10.1332/17442648Y2024D000000034
https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2025/01/29/prestigious-fellowship-for-laps-professor/?utm_source=YFile+Subscriber+List&utm_campaign=bf54148156-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_27_03_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-bf54148156-645521674
https://www.yorku.ca/yfile/2025/01/24/transport-canada-funds-york-u-project-to-enhance-national-road-safety/?utm_source=YFile+Subscriber+List&utm_campaign=528919d587-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_01_24_04_12&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-528919d587-645521674


the project aims to prepare arts and culture organizations for natural disasters driven by climate 

change, supporting both short-term risk management and long-term adaptation. The 

framework will be developed through an iterative, intersectional process with input from a 

cross-sectoral advisory group and tested with key cultural organizations. 

Upcoming Events: Stay Engaged with Y-EMERGE 

Webinar on Critical Minerals and EV Battery Supply Chains 

 

On February 26, 2025, the Sustainable Energy Initiative at the Faculty of Environmental and 

Urban Change, in collaboration with the Rocky Mountain Institute, will host a webinar on the 

future of EV battery supply chains. The session, titled Eliminating the Need for Mining EV 

Battery Minerals by 2050, will explore data-driven insights into enabling an efficient and 

responsible EV battery supply chain. 

As the demand for electric vehicles grows, so does the need for specialized materials, raising 

environmental, social, and economic concerns. This webinar will present groundbreaking 

research from the Rocky Mountain Institute, highlighting potential pathways to significantly 

reduce the extraction of critical minerals while ensuring sustainable energy transitions. 

The event will be hosted by Professor Mark Winfield, with expert speakers Laura 

LoSciuto and Sudeshna Mohanty from the Rocky Mountain Institute’s Battery Circular Economy 

Initiative. 

       Date & Time: February 26, 2025 | 12:30-2:00 PM (ET) 

     Location: Zoom 

All are welcome to attend, but registration is required.  

Read More & Register Here 

https://yorku.zoom.us/meeting/register/0uCaUQqITIisRoDiS44eLA#/registration


York University Hosts Event Reflecting on COVID-19's Five-Year Impact 

On March 11, 2025, York University will host a full-day event titled "From Distanced to 

Connected: COVID-19 Five Years," marking five years since the World Health Organization 

declared COVID-19 a pandemic. Organized by Professors Aaida Mamuji, Ali Asgary, and Jack 

Rozdilsky, the event aims to foster reflection, healing, and learning within the community. 

The event will feature: 

• Immersive Photo Gallery: A display of community-submitted photos capturing 

pandemic experiences. Participants who submit their photos will have a chance to win 

one of three $250 gift cards. 

• Evening Workshop: This session will run from 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM at ADERSIM, York 

University. It will focus on reducing unconscious bias, trauma-informed care, and 

mitigating stigma, particularly for emergency managers. Dinner will also be provided. 

Organizers warmly invite the community to: 

1. Submit Photos: Contribute to the photo gallery for a chance to win a $250 gift card. 

2. Attend the Workshop: Engage in meaningful discussions and gain valuable insights. 

Sponsored by CIFAL York, this event offers a unique opportunity to reflect on the 

pandemic's lasting impacts and learn strategies for addressing stigma during 

emergencies.  

3. Get Involved: 

• Submit photos for the gallery [here]. 

• Register for the workshop [here].                                                                                                                                                                  

Join us to connect, reflect, and grow as a community. 

Building A Public Health Approach to Preventing Suicides in China’s Scientific 

Community 

On March 19, 2025, Professor Cary Wu will lead a seminar on suicide prevention in China’s 

scientific community. He will discuss systemic issues contributing to rising suicide rates in 

academia and present findings from a unique database of media-reported cases spanning 

decades. Wu will also outline a public health framework specifically tailored to address this 

issue. Read More 

https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/covid19-stigma-photo-submission/
https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/covid19-stigma/
https://www.yorku.ca/dighr/events/building-a-public-health-approach-to-preventing-suicides-in-chinas-scientific-community-with-cary-wu/


Event Recap: Y-EMERGE ECN Networking Event Report 

 

We are pleased to share the success of the Y-EMERGE Early Career Network (ECN) Networking 

Event, which took place on December 9, 2024, at the ADERSIM Lab, Schulich School of Business. 

Running from 1:00 to 3:00 PM, the event provided an engaging platform for early-career 

researchers, students, and faculty to enhance their networking skills and build professional 

connections. 

Twenty-three registered participants attended the event, featuring interactive sessions designed 

to develop confidence and practical networking techniques. Attendees participated in 

mentorship discussions, hands-on exercises, and collaborative activities designed to bridge the 

gap between academic training and professional development. 

The event featured three key sessions: 

• Networking Skills Workshop – Participants learned best practices for making strong first 

impressions and engaging in professional conversations. 

• Mock Networking Exercise: This hands-on session allowed participants to practice 

introductions and networking techniques with real-time feedback from peers and faculty. 

• Faculty Mentorship – Experienced mentors shared insights on effective networking 

strategies and career development. 

The event concluded with a final networking session, allowing participants to forge meaningful 

connections and reflect on their key takeaways. Feedback highlighted the event's value in 

equipping attendees with essential skills for their academic and professional journeys. 



The success of this event underscores the growing importance of networking in academic and 

research environments. We look forward to building on this momentum and continuing to 

support early-career professionals through future Y-EMERGE initiatives. 

Thank you to all who participated and contributed to making this event a success! Stay tuned 

for updates on upcoming events. 

 

 

 



 

Stay Connected 

For questions or contributions, email us at dadoust@yorku.ca.  

Please use this Form to inform us of your latest achievements so that we can reflect them on 

the Y-EMERGE website and in our monthly newsletter. 

Thank you for being part of the Y-EMERGE community! 

https://research.apps01.yorku.ca/machform/view.php?id=218632
https://www.yorku.ca/research/yemerge/latest-news/
https://www.yorku.ca/research/yemerge/newsletter/
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