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Welcome to the 9th Edition of the Y-EMERGE Spotlight

Y-EMERGE Spotlight is a monthly newsletter sharing the achievements of the York Emergency
Mitigation, Engagement, Response, and Governance Institute (Y-EMERGE).

If you'd like to share a recent publication, upcoming event, or any other news in our monthly
newsletter, please submit your information through this Form. Past newsletters can be found
here.

In This Issue:

Featured Highlights: Celebrating Key Achievements
e Y-EMERGE in the Media: Recent Articles and Features
e Research Publications: Research Highlights

¢ Highlighted Resources for Researchers:
Valuable Resources —Workshops & Training — Stay informed about past and upcoming
research events, webinars, and skill-building opportunities.
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Featured Highlights: Celebrating Key Achievements

Introducing Our Newest Program: PhD in Disaster and Emergency
Management (DEM)
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We are excited to introduce our latest academic offering: the PhD program in Disaster and
Emergency Management (DEM).

The PhD in Disaster and Emergency Management is a unique program that combines rigorous
academic training with practical experience. Our program is led by esteemed faculty members
who bring knowledge and real-world expertise to the classroom. Students will engage in
cutting-edge research, interdisciplinary collaboration, and fieldwork, preparing them to become
leaders in emergency management.

For more details on the program, admission requirements, and how to apply, visit our PhD
program in DEM page.

Introducing the Canadian Journal of Emergency Management (CJEM)
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We are excited to share that the Canadian Journal of Emergency Management (CJEM) is a key
resource for both researchers and practitioners in the field of emergency management. Hosted
by York University, this open-access, peer-reviewed journal is dedicated to advancing the
theory and practice of emergency management, with a focus on promoting collaboration
between academia and industry.

Why Publish in CJEM?


https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/
https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/
https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/
https://www.yorku.ca/gradstudies/dem/

e Open Access: Free to read and publish—no article publication charges or access fees.

* Global Submissions: While primarily focused on Canadian emergency management
issues, CJEM welcomes high-quality submissions from researchers around the world.

* Translational Research: Focus on research that connects theory with practical
application in emergency management.

e Impact: Shape policy, influence practice, and contribute to the ongoing development of
emergency management.

J D How to Submit: Researchers and practitioners are encouraged to submit their work,
whether it’s empirical research, case studies, or policy-driven analysis. CJEM provides a
valuable platform for addressing challenges in disaster risk reduction, preparedness,
and response.

e @ Learn More: https://cdnjem.ca/We look forward to seeing your contributions to the

emergency management community!

Y-EMERGE In The Media

Why Trump's Gaza Reconstruction Plan is Unlikely to Succeed

On February 25, 2025, Professor Ali Asgary was featured in The Conversation, analyzing Donald
Trump’s Gaza reconstruction proposal from a disaster recovery perspective. Dr. Asgary
highlighted that successful post-war reconstruction requires community involvement and
careful planning. He emphasized that forced displacement, as proposed, often fails, citing
historical examples where rebuilding in the original location is the preferred and most effective
approach. His analysis warns that neglecting local needs and imposing top-down solutions can
lead to long-term instability. Read More.

Experts Warn of Avian Flu Threat as Ontario Strengthens Surveillance
and Response Systems

On February 20, 2025, Professor. Jianhong Wu was featured in INsauga, discussing Ontario's
ongoing avian flu outbreak. Dr. Wu emphasized the province's vulnerability due to shared
migratory patterns with the U.S., which is also experiencing a similar outbreak. He stressed the
importance of enhancing surveillance and rapid response systems to mitigate the spread.
Although at risk, Dr. Wu highlighted that Ontario is better-prepared thanks to lessons learned


https://cdnjem.ca/
https://theconversation.com/why-trumps-gaza-reconstruction-proposal-is-unlikely-to-work-249680

during the COVID-19 pandemic, helping authorities take swift actions to manage the current
crisis. Read More

Could Permeable Infrastructure Have Prevented Toronto’s Historic
Flooding?

On February 18, 2025, Professor Usman Khan was featured in The Globe and Mail, discussing
whether rain gardens and permeable pavement could have mitigated the historic flooding in
Toronto this summer. Khan emphasized that strategically and consistently implementing
permeable surfaces across the city—especially in areas prone to runoff—could significantly
reduce Toronto’s flood risk during extreme rainfall events like July 2024. Read More

Experts Discuss the Importance of Coordinated Emergency Responses
Following Delta Flight 4819 Crash

On February 19, 2025, Professors Jack L. Rozdilsky and Eric B. Kennedy were featured in The
Conversation, discussing the successful rescue effort following the Delta Flight 4819 crash at
Toronto Pearson International Airport. They emphasized the critical role of coordinated
emergency responses in saving lives. The professors highlighted that the seamless collaboration
between multiple agencies, including the airport’s firefighters, Mississauga Fire and Emergency
Services, Ornge, and Peel Region paramedics, was key to the successful evacuation. Read More

Impact of USAID Shutdown on Migrants and Global Aid Efforts

On February 13, 2025, Dr. Yvonne Su was featured in The Star, discussing the consequences of
President Trump's decision to dismantle the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). She emphasized the devastating effects this policy could have on
migrants and global aid efforts. Read More

Controversial Role of TC Energy in Shaping North America's Natural Gas
Future

On February 13, 2025, Professor Anna Zalik was featured in The Narwhal, discussing the
controversial role of TC Energy in developing natural gas pipelines across North America. Dr.
Zalik expressed concerns about the environmental and social impacts of these pipelines,


https://www.insauga.com/experts-scrambling-to-control-ontarios-avian-flu-outbreak-as-feds-stockpile-vaccines
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/the-climate-exchange/
https://theconversation.com/the-success-of-the-delta-flight-4819-rescue-effort-highlights-the-need-for-co-ordinated-responses-250211
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/i-know-first-hand-how-trump-s-usaid-shutdown-will-hurt-migrants-it-will-also/article_d4962b82-e95c-11ef-8007-93bf701b3dea.html

particularly regarding Indigenous territorial rights and the long-term dependence on fossil fuels.
Read More

Impact of USAID Shutdown on Migrants and Global Aid Efforts

On February 13, 2025, Dr. Yvonne Su was featured in The Star, discussing the consequences of
President Trump's decision to dismantle the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). She emphasized the devastating effects this policy could have on
migrants and global aid efforts. Read More

Growing Importance of Disaster Studies Programs in Response to Rising
Natural Disasters

On February 5, 2025, Dr. Aaida Mamuiji, was featured in University Affairs. The article discussed
the increasing importance of disaster studies programs, particularly in the context of rising
natural disasters. Dr. Mamuji highlighted York's recent launch of a PhD program in disaster
studies and emphasized the need for more academic training in this vital field. Read More

Research Publications: Research Highlights

Mastering Decision-Making in Business and Personal Life
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In February 2025, Professor Hassan Qudrat-Ullah published his latest book, Mastering Decision-
Making in Business and Personal Life: An Interdisciplinary Perspective on Making Better Choices,
with Palgrave Macmillan.

The book explores the complexities of decision-making across personal and professional
domains, integrating insights from psychology, business strategy, and system dynamics.
Professor Qudrat-Ullah presents frameworks for improving decision-making skills, addressing
contemporary challenges such as risk management, cognitive biases, and strategic planning.
Read More


https://thenarwhal.ca/tc-energy-north-america-natural-gas/
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/i-know-first-hand-how-trump-s-usaid-shutdown-will-hurt-migrants-it-will-also/article_d4962b82-e95c-11ef-8007-93bf701b3dea.html
https://universityaffairs.ca/news/the-rise-of-disaster-studies/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-81068-8

Global Study Examines Factors Influencing SARS-CoV-2 Transmission and
Secondary Attack Rates

e Dvemes (28I BMC Infectious Diseases

Impact of disease severity, age, sex, .
comorbidity, and vaccination on secondary
attack rates of SARS-CoV-2: a global systematic
review and meta-analysis

On February 13, 2025, Dr. Seyed M. Moghadas and his colleagues published an article in BMC
Infectious Diseases. The research quantifies the impact of disease severity, age, sex,
comorbidities, and vaccination status on secondary attack rates (SARs) across diverse
populations and regions. This study aims to identify key determinants of transmission and
inform public health strategies for improving global pandemic response. Read More

Y-EMERGE Members Co-Author Study on Risk Factors for Human Mpox
Infection

Risk factors associated with human
Mpox infection: a systematic review
and meta-analysis
Chigozie Louisa Jane Ugwu © ' Nicola Luigi Bragazzi,'* Jianhong Wu,’

Jude Dzevela Kong,” Ali Asgary,* James Orbinski,”
Woldegebriel Assefa Woldegerima @ '

On February 3, 2025, YEMERGE members Chigozie Louisa Jane Ugwu, Professors Jianhong Wu,
Jude Dzevela Kong, Ali Asgary, James Orbinski and Woldegebriel Assefa Woldegerima were
featured in BMJ Global Health, co-authoring a systematic review and meta-analysis on the risk
factors associated with human Mpox infection. The study examines data from both endemic
and non-endemic regions and synthesizes evidence to identify key transmission risks related to
the 2022-2023 Mpox outbreak. Their research aims to provide valuable insights for improving
public health responses to future outbreaks. Read More


https://bmcinfectdis.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12879-025-10610-5
https://gh.bmj.com/content/bmjgh/10/2/e016937.full.pdf

Study on Deep-Learning Model for Early Warning of Respiratory
Pathogen Outbreaks

RN Artificial Intelligence in Medicine .
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Leveraging deep-learning and
unconventional data for real-time
surveillance, forecasting, and early warning
of respiratory pathogens outbreak
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On February 3, 2025, Professors Ali Asgary, James Orbinski, Jianhong Wu, and Jude Dzevela
Kong, Y-EMERGE members, published a study utilizing deep-learning models and
unconventional data sources to forecast and provide early warnings for respiratory disease
outbreaks. The model, which incorporates data like satellite air quality and social media posts,
showed improved prediction accuracy for COVID-19 in Ontario and influenza in Quebec. Read

More

Highlighted Resources for Researchers

Upcoming Events: Stay Engaged with Y-EMERGE

York University Hosts Event Reflecting on COVID-19's Five-Year Impact

On March 11, 2025, York University will host a full-day event titled "From Distanced to
Connected: COVID-19 Five Years," marking five years since the World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a pandemic. Organized by Professors Aaida Mamuiji, Ali Asgary, and Jack
Rozdilsky, the event aims to foster reflection, healing, and learning within the community.

The event will feature:

e Immersive Photo Gallery: A display of community-submitted photos capturing
pandemic experiences. Participants who submit their photos will have a chance to win
one of three $250 gift cards.

e Evening Workshop: This session will run from 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM at ADERSIM, York
University. It will focus on reducing unconscious bias, trauma-informed care, and
mitigating stigma, particularly for emergency managers. Dinner will also be provided.
Organizers warmly invite the community to:


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0933365725000119
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0933365725000119

1. Submit Photos: Contribute to the photo gallery for a chance to win a $250 gift card.

2. Attend the Workshop: Engage in meaningful discussions and gain valuable insights.
Sponsored by CIFAL York, this event offers a unique opportunity to reflect on the
pandemic's lasting impacts and learn strategies for addressing stigma during
emergencies.

3. Get Involved:
e Submit photos for the gallery [here].

e Register for the workshop [here].
Join us to connect, reflect, and grow as a community.

Building A Public Health Approach to Preventing Suicides in China’s Scientific Community
On March 19, 2025, Professor Cary Wu will lead a seminar on suicide prevention in China’s
scientific community. He will discuss systemic issues contributing to rising suicide rates in
academia and present findings from a unique database of media-reported cases spanning
decades. Wu will also outline a public health framework specifically tailored to address this
issue. Read More

Event Recap

Mass Vaccination Challenges: Lessons from Canadian First Nations and Remote
Communities Symposium & Mass Vaccination Simulation Workshop

Mass Vaccination Challenges:
Lessons from Canadian First Nations and

Remote Communities
Symposium
&

Mass Vaccination Simulation Workshop

FRIDAY | FEBRUARY 0 08:30AM — 04:00PM EST

The Mass Vaccination Symposium, held on February 7, 2025, at ADERSIM, York University,
provided an essential platform for discussing public health challenges and highlighted the
importance of interdisciplinary approaches in fostering effective vaccination strategies in First
Nations and remote communities. With contributions from CIFAL York, Y-EMERGE, and the
Fields Institute, this event focused on the unique experiences of Indigenous populations during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The event featured a series of insightful presentations and discussions
and a practical simulation workshop to improve vaccination strategies in rural and remote areas.
Attendees included public health experts, community leaders, and researchers who explored


https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/covid19-stigma-photo-submission/
https://www.yorku.ca/cifal/covid19-stigma/
https://www.yorku.ca/dighr/events/building-a-public-health-approach-to-preventing-suicides-in-chinas-scientific-community-with-cary-wu/

key issues such as vaccine access, hesitancy, and the importance of cultural sensitivity in

vaccination campaigns.

Key sessions from the event included:

Challenges in Northern Saskatchewan: Dr. Nnamdi Ndubuka and Dr. Grace Akinjobi
shared their experiences with mass immunization efforts in northern First Nations
communities. They highlighted social determinants of health, logistical challenges, and
the role of community-based research in overcoming vaccination barriers.

Métis and First Nations Vaccine Access: Dr. Michelle Driedger explored how vaccine
distribution strategies impacted Métis and First Nations communities. They discussed
the missed opportunities during the early phases of the pandemic and the importance
of incorporating Indigenous voices in public health planning.

Mass Vaccination Simulation Workshop: A hands-on workshop focused on the logistics
of vaccine distribution, including storage, transportation, and data collection. This
session provided participants with practical strategies for managing large-scale
vaccination efforts in underserved areas.The symposium also highlighted ongoing
community-driven vaccination initiatives by the Manitoba Métis Federation (MMF). The
MMF successfully addressed vaccine hesitancy and logistical barriers through culturally
tailored mobile clinics, ensuring greater vaccine access to remote communities. Despite
initial challenges, the MMF administered over 3,400 COVID-19 vaccines, focusing on
reaching those in rural and northern regions.Feedback from the event emphasized the
value of engaging community leaders and addressing vaccine hesitancy through trust-
building and transparency. These efforts were instrumental in increasing vaccine uptake
and ensuring that Métis citizens received the support and information they needed.The
success of the symposium and community vaccination efforts underscores the
importance of collaboration between public health officials, Indigenous leaders, and
local organizations. We look forward to continuing these initiatives and supporting
future public health efforts in Indigenous communities.

Thank you to all participants, speakers, and contributors for making this event a success! Stay

tuned for updates on upcoming initiatives.

Essential Resources

New Open Access Book: "Development and Disasters" Now Available
A new open access book is now available for you: "Development and Disasters: Natural
Hazards and Vulnerability Reduction" (2nd Edition) by J. Lewis and I. Kelman.



This publication explores the relationship between development and disaster risk reduction,
focusing on reducing vulnerability to natural hazards. Thanks to UCL Open Access and Practical
Action Publishing, the book is available as a free PDF download.

Download your copy here:

https://practicalactionpublishing.com/book/3006/development-and-disasters

Feel free to share this resource with colleagues and peers who may find it useful.

Stay Connected
For questions or contributions, email us at dadoust@yorku.ca.

If you'd like to share a recent publication, upcoming event, or any other news in our monthly
newsletter, please submit your information through this Form. Past newsletters can be found
here.

We value your input! Please take a moment to share your feedback on this edition of the Y-
EMERGE Newsletter. Click here to submit your feedback.

Thank you for being part of the Y-EMERGE community!


https://practicalactionpublishing.com/book/3006/development-and-disasters
https://research.apps01.yorku.ca/machform/view.php?id=218632
https://www.yorku.ca/research/yemerge/newsletter/
https://forms.gle/jYmHhw2z7xp1fzAu8
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