
Article VII The Board of Governors 
 

(1) Composition of the Board 
 
The Board shall consist of the following categories and numbers of members: 
(ii) Two students of York University shall be appointed or elected by the Student Senator 

Caucus to be members of the Board, and members of the Student Senator Caucus shall not be 
disqualified from being so appointed or elected. One such member shall hold office initially for 
one year and the other for two years and thereafter one member shall be appointed or elected 
each year by the Student Senator Caucus to serve as an internal member for a term of two 
years from the date of such election or appointment. 
 

PROTOCOL FOR THE NOMINATION OF STUDENTS 
TO THE YORK UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNORS1 

Number of students on the Board: Two (2). 

Term: Staggered two-year terms commencing on 1 July. A student’s term on the Board of 
Governors shall conclude if their registration in an academic program ends, if they are 
disqualified by the terms of the General By-Laws of the Board of Governors of York University 
or if they cease to hold full-time student status. 

Eligible Candidates: All full-time students of the University who are eligible to maintain full-
time status2 for the duration of the two-year term on the Board and confirm their intention to 
remain a full-time student for the duration of their term as a governor, if appointed, with the 
following exceptions: 

a. A candidate cannot be or become a member of the Executive Council of the York 
Federation of Students, Graduate Students Association and/or Glendon College Student 
Union at any time during their projected term on the York University Board of Governors; 

b. A candidate who is or becomes a member of a certified trade union or employee 
association representing York employees is not eligible to serve as a governor while 
they are actively serving as an officer or other official of their union or employee 
association; 

c. A candidate who has been retained as an auxiliary staff member by the Chief Returning 
Officer administering the student election is not eligible to serve as a governor 

Protocol: The Board of Governors appoints its members. The Student Senator Caucus is 
responsible for nominating those members and does so through an election. The Policy and 
Procedures on the Composition, Criteria and Responsibilities of Student Nominees to the York 
University Board of Governors and the Rules, Regulations and Procedures Governing the 
Student Nominee to the Board of Governors of York University together govern the election 
process. 
Following the election results, the Student Senator Caucus will confirm the results and transmit 
to the Board for consideration the candidate with the highest vote total. 



Nominations shall be received by the Governance & Human Resources Committee and the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, with the Governance and Human Resources 
Committee recommending the student candidate to the Board of Governors for approval. 

1 Article VII of the General By-laws of the Board specifies that two students of York University 
shall be appointed or elected by the Student Senator Caucus to be members of the Board, and 
members of the Student Senator Caucus shall not be disqualified from being so appointed or 
elected. 

 
2 See the definition of full-time and part-time for graduate students in the FGS Regulations on 

Registration - http://gradstudies.yorku.ca/current-students/regulations/registration#fulltime 
 

Student Senator Caucus 
Policy and Procedures 

Composition, Criteria, and Responsibilities of Student Nominees to the York University 
Board of Governors 

Purpose 
A responsibility of the Student Senator Caucus is to oversee the elections for student nominees 
to the York University Board of Governors. In light of the importance of this responsibility, it is in 
the best interest of York University Students that the Student Senator Caucus provide fair 
stipulations regarding the composition, criteria and election for nominees. It is also in the best 
interest of York University Students that the Student Senator Caucus ensure that ratified student 
governors can fulfill their responsibilities that are imperative to the position of a student 
governor. 

Composition 
1) The election of student governors will rotate annually with graduate/professional students 
being elected in odd number years (i.e. 2009) and undergraduate students in even number 
years (i.e. 2008). In the event that no nomination from a preferred constituency is put forward in 
a corresponding year (i.e. an undergraduate student not coming forward in an even numbered 
year), the nomination period for candidates will be extended and open to all registered York 
University students. 

 
2) In the event that a student governor seat is vacated, the Student Senator Caucus will meet in 
a special meeting to recommend to the Executive Committee of the Board of Governors to allow 
the runner-up in the preceding election to occupy the vacancy. If ratified by the Board, this 
individual would serve until the next spring election. 

 
Criteria 

A candidate seeking candidacy to the York University Board of Governors must fulfill the 
following criteria: 
1) A candidate must be registered as a full-time York University Student and be eligible 
to maintain full-time status for the duration of their tenure as defined by the program in 
which they are currently registered. 



2) A candidate cannot be a member of the Executive Council of the York Federation of 
Students, Graduate Students Association or Glendon College Student Union during their 
projected term on the York University Board of Governors due to the conflict of interest that is 
inherent in serving on these two bodies simultaneously.  In addition, a candidate who is or 
becomes a member of a certified trade union or employee association representing York 
employees is not eligible to serve as a governor while they are actively serving as an officer or 
other official of their union or employee association. 

Rationale: 
Executive members of student unions have a primary task of lobbying the York University 
administration and the Board of Governors regarding pertinent issues concerning York 
University students. Thus, an individual who is a member of the executive of the aforementioned 
student unions have a duty to that organization and serving on both bodies simultaneously may 
compromise the role and effectiveness of their efforts. 

3) A candidate must submit two letters of reference to the Student Senator Caucus based on a 
student's commitment to York University, knowledge of the structure and operation of York 
University, and experience in prior leadership and governance endeavors. A candidate must 
also submit a curriculum vitae that outlines prior employment, community and governance 
experiences both internal and external to York University. 

4) A candidate must submit a declaration of interest of approximately 250 words that outlines a 
candidate’s motivation on becoming a member of the York University Board of Governors. 

Note: The declaration of interest will be published for the York Student Community through the 
University Secretariat web page (http://secretariat.info.yorku.ca/board-of-governors/) and, if 
possible, through other York communications outlets. 

Rationale: 

The aforementioned documentation is essential in illustrating a candidate’s area of abilities and 
commitment to York University. It illustrates a candidate’s knowledge of the structure and 
operation of York University, leadership skills, degree and level of involvement, and ability to 
transfer ingenuity into practice. Furthermore, in fulfilling these requirements to become eligible 
for candidacy in a general election, a candidate is illustrating their commitment to the role as a 
member of the York University Board of Governors. 

Elections 
General 
The Board of Governors appoints its members. The Student Senator Caucus is responsible for 
nominating those members, and in practice has done so through an election. The election of 
student nominees for student governors will be held in co-ordination with the annual general 
election dates set by the York Federation of Students. In the event that the YFS is unable to set 
election dates, the Student Senator Caucus will seek further means to run a spring election to 
have nominees in place for the June meeting of the Board. 
Nominations 
An individual must be nominated by at least fifty (50) students who are registered at York 
University. 

http://secretariat.info.yorku.ca/board-of-governors/
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