
The Senate of York University 

Meeting Synopsis 
The 719th Meeting of Senate held on Thursday, 26 June 2025 

Remarks 

President 

President Lenton delivered a year-end update highlighting York’s achievements in 
rankings, research, and student success. She provided status reports on government 
policy the York U Forward Action Plan, the implementation status of the Auditor 
General’s recommendations, York’s strong performance under SMA3, and preparations 
for SMA4. Updates were also provided on the launch of YU Automated University 
Response Assistant (AURA), , the development of the School of Medicine, and strategic 
initiatives to advance global engagement, sustainability, and student wellbeing. A full 
2024-2025 year-end report will be issued in September. 

Inquiries & Communications 

A report from the Academic Colleague to the Council of Ontario Universities (COU) was 
received for information. 

Approvals 

On the recommendation of the Senate Executive Committee, Senate approved: 

• Election of members to non-designated Senate Committees and positions.

• Establishment of the Senate Policy on the Review of Honorary Degrees, effective
1 July 2025.

On the recommendation of the Senate Awards Committee, Senate approved: 

• As amended in the meeting, revisions to the Senate Policy on Honorific
Professorships, effective 1 September 2025.

On the recommendation of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, 
Senate approved: 

• Chartering of the following Organized Research Units (ORU) for a five-year period,
commencing 1 July 2025:

o Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean

o Centre for Bee Ecology, Evolution and Conservation

o CITY Institute
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o York Centre for Asian Research

o Centre for Research on Biomolecular Interactions

On the recommendation of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, 
Senate endorsed:  

• The President’s Policy Framework for Temporary Suspension of Admissions to
Programs at York University

On the recommendation of the Senate Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Committee, Senate approved: 

• Closure of the Graduate Diploma (Type 2) in Nonprofit Management & Leadership, 
housed in the Schulich School of Business.

• Revisions to the effective date of the Senate approved (June 2024) Pass/Fail and 
Credit/No-Credit Policy from 1 September 2025 to 1 September 2026.

Reports 

Under the auspices of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, Interim 
Provost and Vice-President Academic David Peters and Vice-President Finance & 
Administration Narin Kishinchandani delivered a presentation on multi-year operating 
budget plan in the context of academic planning which included a focus on Fall 2025 
enrolments and strategic enrolment planning. . The presentation is accessible from the 
Senate Meeting website. 

Committee Information Items 
Executive Committee 
Information items included the following: 

• Election results for seats on the new APPRC Advisory Sub-committee on
Academic Resource Allocations, and for the position of Senator on the Board of
Governors.

• Call for expressions of interest to fill remaining vacancies on the Appeals
Committee.

• Update on a preliminary discussion of the Joint Board-Senate Working Group on
Principles Governing a Presidential Search, and that a discussion at Senate is
planned for the September Senate meeting.

• Committee approval of the appointment of Ryan Whiston to the Senate Executive
Committee as the graduate student nominee.

• The Committee’s review and approval of revisions to the Rules and Procedures
for the Faculty Council of LAPS.

• Receipt of recommendations to add four candidates and renew three others to
the pool of prospective honorary degree recipients.
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• a reminder to Senators to complete the 2024-2025 Senator and Senate 
Committee Survey in progress, the results of which will be reviewed by the 
Executive Committee in September and reported on in an upcoming Senate 
meeting.  

• The planned mode of Senate Meetings for 2025-2026, which will continue to 
alternate in-person and virtual meeting modes. 

• A report on Senate attendance for 2024-2025 to date, which indicates 
attendance that exceeded the previous year. 

• Progress made by Senate Committees on defined actions in 2024-2025 in 
support of the UAP, with special acknowledgment of the work of APPRC this year. 

• its assumption of summer authority between the June and September meetings 
of Senate, in accordance with the Senate Rules  

• Communications received by the Executive Committee: 

o  Regarding composition of the Awards Committee, noting that committee 
membership would be reviewed in conjunction with the three-year review 
of the Rules of Senate in 2025-26.  

o conveying a motion passed by the Faculty of Education Faculty Council 
regarding a request that the SHARP budget model be reviewed in the 
context of equitable and fair Faculty resourcing 

Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee  
Information items included the following: 

• An update on the “Faculties of the Future” initiative, noting key reflections by the 
Committee members and that APPRC plans for a facilitated discussion of the 
Final Report with Senate when it reconvenes in September.  

• Progress towards 2024-2025 priorities.  

• report of its Sub-committee on Organized Research Units  

• its receipt of annual reports from Human Participants Review Committee (HPRC), 
Animal Care Committee and the York University BioSafety Committee.   

Awards Committee  

The Chair presented the 2025 recipients of the President’s Research and Teaching 
Awards and Honorific Professorships, and outlined recent clarifications to award criteria. 

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee 
Information items included: 

• A year-end status report on its 2024-2025 priorities and its planned take up next 
year the topic artificial intelligence (AI) and its resulting impact on teaching and 
learning. 
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• Minor modifications to degree requirements and minor edits in programs housed 
in the Faculties of AMPD, EUC, FGS, Osgoode, Schulich, and Science, effective 
F26. 

Additional Information about this Meeting 

Please refer to the full Senate agenda of 26 June 2025 for further details on the items 
reported.   

The next regular meeting of Senate will be held at 2:30 pm on Thursday, 25 September 
2025. 

https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/sites/107/2025/06/senate-agenda-20250626.pdf
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