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1. Chair’s Remarks 

The Chair, Lauren Sergio, welcomed Senators to the 718th meeting of Senate. The new 
University Secretary, Sarah Willey-Thomas, was introduced and welcomed to her role  

Senators were encouraged to attend the upcoming June convocation ceremonies and 
join in celebrating with graduates and their families, and the Chair acknowledged the 
efforts of those involved in Senate committees and thanked them for their service 
during the 2024–2025 academic year. 

2. Business Arising from the Minutes  
There was no business arising from the minutes. 
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3. Inquiries and Communications 

The Academic Colleague to the Council of Ontario Universities provided an update on 
COU discussions, which included advocacy for stable postsecondary funding in 
Ontario, responses to reduced federal and provincial research investments, and 
potential impacts on research collaboration with U.S. agencies such as NOAA. 
Discussions also addressed strategies to attract international researchers and 
concerns over future budget predictability. 

4. President’s Items 

An update was provided on key developments affecting the University and the broader 
post-secondary sector. 

Ongoing financial pressures were noted, including the continuing effects of the federal 
cap on international student visas, the absence of inflationary adjustments to 
provincial operating grants, and the cumulative fiscal impact of repeated labour 
disruptions over the past decade. The external funding environment was characterized 
as increasingly constrained, with institutional sustainability remaining a central 
concern. 

Enrolment trends and applications data for Fall/Winter 2025 were shared. While 
interest in certain professional programs remains strong, overall application volumes 
were reported to be lower than anticipated in some areas. Strategic efforts are 
underway to refine recruitment practices, strengthen student retention, and enhance 
the student experience through program renewal and targeted supports. 

Budget discussions were referenced, with an emphasis placed on the need for cost-
containment strategies that safeguard the University’s academic mission and long-
term priorities. Sector-wide advocacy, led through the Council of Ontario Universities, 
continues to highlight the limitations imposed by tuition freezes, static grant funding, 
and expanding regulatory obligations. 

Several institutional achievements were highlighted. These included the expanding 
academic and operational presence at the Markham Campus, recognition of the 
University’s leadership in sustainability and equity, and the continued development of 
interdisciplinary programs and micro-credentials. Collaborations with external 
partners were noted as a key area of institutional growth and innovation. 

Appreciation was extended to Senators for their continued engagement. A 
commitment was reaffirmed to ongoing transparency, collegial consultation, and 
evidence-informed planning during the months ahead. 
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5. Executive Committee 

a. Nominees for Election to Senate Committees and Senate-elected Positions 

Senate was advised that the Executive Committee had confirmed the slate of 
nominees for Senate committees and Senate-elected positions for the 2025–2026 
academic year.  

It was moved, seconded and carried that Senate approve the slate of nominees for 
election to Senate committees and Senate-elected positions for the 2025–2026 
academic year, as recommended by the Executive Committee. 

b. Information Items 

The Committee reported that it is finalizing revisions to the annual Senate and Senate 
Committee survey questionnaires for use in this year’s exercise. 

6. Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee  

a. Establishment of a School of Medicine within the Faculty of Health  

A motion was introduced by the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee to 
establish the School of Medicine in the Faculty of Health, as set out in the 
documentation circulated with the agenda.  

During the discussion, it was noted that the establishment of the School follows 
considerable consultation across the University and with external stakeholders. The 
academic rationale for the new School and its alignment with the University Academic 
Plan priorities were emphasized. The new School is intended to address critical gaps in 
medical education and healthcare access, particularly for underserved and diverse 
communities across Ontario. The concept of the medical school, integrating equity, 
primary care, and community-based training is a distinctive feature that reflects with 
York’s institutional priorities. 

Clarification was sought regarding governance processes, anticipated accreditation 
timelines, and provincial funding opportunities. The proposal for the new academic 
unit received strong endorsement from the Faculty of Health Faculty Council. Planning 
for infrastructure and staffing is already underway and will continue to move ahead 
with the effective date of July 1, 2025. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that Senate approve the establishment of the 
School of Medicine as a new academic unit in the Faculty of Health, effective 1 July 
2025, and recommend the proposal to the Board of Governors for approval. 
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b. Information Items 

The Committee reported on the following items: 

• The Committee’s review of the Policy Framework for the Temporary Suspension 
of Admissions to Programs at York University, with an anticipated return of the 
policies and procedures to Senate at its June meeting.  

• Its discussion of Report of the Task Force on the Future of Pedagogy with the 
Vice-Provost Teaching & Learning and Chair of the Academic Standards, 
Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee in conjunction with the Committee’s 
priority to move forward on the recommendations of the task force, with 
continued work expected for future meetings. 

• Consultation on preliminary directions for the Senate Undergraduate Degree 
Framework shared by the Vice-Provost Teaching & Learning and the Chair of the 
Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee.  

• Response to a question at Senate on University resourcing of research matching 
grants. 

Referring to the Undergraduate Degree Framework project, a Senator expressed 
concern that the output of an administrative working group (Project 3) is being used as 
a baseline for the review of ASCP and for consultation for a matter that is argued 
should be under the auspices of Senate. ASCP and APPRC were encouraged by the 
Senator to actively engage with the collegium in developing the initiative moving 
forward. The Chair of ASCP emphasized that the draft Framework is an in-progress 
document prepared by a representative project group, which ASCP has approved in 
principle in terms of the concept, the elements of the framework and rationale for its 
development. Broad consultation of the collegium is a core part of the next stages to 
come on the initiative, culminating in the presentation of it to Senate for approval once 
ready. 

7. Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy  

a. Information Items 

The Committee reported on the following items: 

• ASCP reported that it had approved minor changes in the following programs: 
o Faculty of Arts, Media, Performance and Design (AMPD)Faculty of Arts, 

Media, Performance and Design (AMPD): Revisions to the co-op eligibility 
requirements for the BFA Creative Technologies degree program, 
Department of Creative Technologies, Markham Campus, effective 1 June 
2025   
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o AMPD: Rescission of a previously approved graduate program name and
course rubric change, retaining Film/Cinema & Media Studies and the rubric
Film, pending further consultation, noting previously approved minor
modifications to the program in February remain in effect

o Faculty of Graduate Studies (FGS): Updates to Faculty Regulations on
generative AI in teaching and learning, effective 1 June

o FGS: Updates to Faculty Regulations on degree program descriptions,
effective 1 June 2025

• A status update on the initiative to establish a new Undergraduate Degree
Framework, noted as Project 3 of the YU Forward Action Plan.

Raised by a Senator for ASCP’s consideration was a request that the Committee 
consider the development of a Senate Policy on Deferred Standing. First raised in 
Senate’s discussion of ASCP’s recommendation to establish the Senate Policy on 
Academic Consideration for Missed Course Work in February of 2025, the request was 
reiterated at this meeting in response to the planned introduction of an administrative 
fee for students requesting deferred exams.  The concern was raised in the context of 
a deferred policy being developed by the Office of the University Registrar, which may 
infringe on academic considerations which are under the purview of Senate.  It is 
hoped that the process of developing a Senate deferred standing policy will provide 
the opportunity for all related academic and administrative actions pertaining to 
deferred exams to be discussed and considered, with appropriate legislation 
established within Senate’s mandate for clarity on standards and practices. 

8. Academic Policy, Planning and Research / Academic Standards, Curriculum and
Pedagogy

Senate received the April 2025 Report of the Joint Sub-Committee on Quality
Assurance.

Consent Agenda Items 

9. Minutes of the April 2025 Meetings

The minutes of the meetings held on 17 April and 25 April 2025 were approved by
consent.

10. Synopsis of the 29 April meeting of the Board of Governors

The synopsis of the 29 April 2025 meeting of the Board of Governors was received by
consent.
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