
The Senate of York University 

Meeting Synopsis 

  
 

The 722nd Meeting of Senate held on Thursday, 27 November 2025 

Remarks 

President 

Due to time constraints resulting from the transition from the in-person to virtual format 
for the meeting, the President’s items were deferred to the December meeting of Senate 
to allow for appropriate time for discussion.  

Notice of Statutory Motions 

The Senate ASCP Committee provided Notice of Statutory Motions to establish: 

• the degree of Doctor of Medicine, to be housed in the York University School of 
Medicine, Faculty of Health 

• the degree of Master of Engineering to be housed in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, Lassonde School of Engineering 

Approvals 

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) 

On the recommendation of the Senate Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Committee, Senate approved: 

• The merger of two distinct BA degree programs - Sexuality Studies and Gender & 
Women’s Studies - to establish the BA degree program in Gender, Sexuality & 
Women’s Studies, School of Gender, Sexuality & Women’s Studies, LA&PS, 
effective F2026. 

• Rescinding three Senate policies related to transfer credit (Transfer Credit, 
Council of Ontario Universities policy, Transfer Credit Policy: Accredited and 
Approved Institutions policy and Transfer Credit Limits for Advanced Secondary 
Studies policy) and approval of the establishment of a new Transfer Credit Policy, 
with both actions coming into effect concurrently. 

Reports 
Under the auspices of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, Provost 
and Vice-President Academic Lisa Philipps presented the annual autumn report on 
Enrolments and Faculty Complement.  
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Committee Information Items 
Executive Committee 
Information items included the following: 

• Appointment of a student nominee to a Senate committee for the 2025–2026 
governance year and noted that efforts are continuing to fill remaining student 
vacancies on Senate committees. 

• Confirmation of the scope of the Rules of Senate review exercise this academic 
year which includes the sections / questions suggested in Senators’ submissions, 
with any recommended revisions to Senate for approval anticipated in 
March/April.  

• Report on discussions related to concerns raised about the naming of the Hennick 
JD/MBA program and clarification that the Hennick program was established to 
support students in the program. Communications and websites will be reviewed 
for clarity. 

• Feedback provided on the School of Medicine Council Bylaws to the Dean of 
Record. 

• Consideration of a communication from Senators seeking clarity on the status and 
implications of the Faculties of the Future report and concluded the matter would 
be addressed under communication by the President. 

• Reminder to Senators of the special meeting scheduled for 11 December 2025, to 
address time-sensitive business and will be held virtually. 

Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee  
Information items included the following: 

• Community consultations underway for the 2025–2030 University Academic 
Plan, including an open forum held earlier in the day and an upcoming student 
session to inform a draft plan for March 2026.  

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee 
Information items included: 

• Review of the four School of Medicine policies for information: Admissions Policy 
and Procedures, Essential Skills and Abilities Required for Entry to the MD Degree 
Program, Clinical Supervision and Assessment of Learners, and Timely Formative 
Feedback. 

• The 2026-2027 Sessional Dates schedule received from the Office of the 
University Registrar (OUR). 

• Minor modifications to degree requirements and minor edits in programs housed 
in the Faculties of AMPD, FGS, Glendon, Health, LA&PS, and Science. 
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Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee (APPRC) & Academic 
Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP)  

Senate received the September 2025 Report of the Joint Sub-Committee on Quality 
Assurance. 

Additional Information about this Meeting 

Please refer to the full Senate agenda of 27 November 2025 for further details on the 
items reported.   

The next regular meeting of Senate will be held virtually at 2:30 pm on Thursday, 11 
December 2025. 

https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/sites/107/2025/11/senate-agenda-20251127.pdf
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