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 The 728th Meeting of Senate held on Thursday, 28 May 2026 

Remarks 
The Chair welcomed members to the 728th meeting of Senate, and advised of an 
updated agenda reflecting an addition to the slate of nominees for Senate committees 
and a correction to a slide.  

President 
Lisa Philipps, Interim President and Vice-Chancellor, reported on York's global 
engagement activities, recipients of this year’s President’s Research Awards and, 
updates on the School of Medicine planning and fundraising progress to date. York’s 
rating in the "high action" category under MCURES’ risk framework is due to the 
University’s structural deficit, which is being addressed through a Ministry-approved 
recovery plan incorporating the Forward Action Plan projects. Despite financial 
constraints, seed funding continues to support student experience initiatives such as 
active learning classrooms and the Y-Space network. Senators were encouraged to 
attend the June 23 Budget Information Session and spring convocation ceremonies. 

Inquiries & Communications 

A report from the Academic Colleague to the Council of Ontario Universities (COU) was 
received for information. 

Approvals 

On the recommendation of Senate Executive Committee, Senate approved: 

• a suite of revisions to the Rules of Senate effective 1 July 2026, including changes 
to provide greater flexibility for Senators and committee members going on leave, 
changes to some Senate committee terms of reference and composition, and 
various editorial updates 

• the slate of nominees for Senate committees and other elected positions effective 
1 July 2026.  

On the recommendation of Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, 
Senate approved the 2026-2030 University Academic Plan.  

An amended version of the minutes of the 23 April 2026 meeting of Senate. 

Referrals 

A recommendation brought forward by the Academic Standards, Curriculum and 
Pedagogy Committee to close the Transition Year Program was withdrawn to allow 
further discussion at a subsequent meeting. 
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Senate Advisory Statement to the Presidential Search Committee 

Senators offered their thoughts on the contents of an advisory statement to the 
Presidential Search Committee which will be brought to Senate for approval in 
September after input from Faculty Councils and Senate committees. 

Committee Information Items 
Executive Committee 
Information items included the following: 

• The Committee’s deliberations on formulating guidance, drawing on the 
principles of the Senate Disruptions Policy, to inform decision-making regarding 
remote delivery of academic activities during weather-related campus closures. 

• Its discussion with the Interim Provost regarding a new program proposal 
development process, resulting in an agreement to confirm its distinction from 
the existing Notice of Intention stage to resolve concerns over process 
duplication. 

Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee (APPRC) 
Information items included the following: 

• A minor adjustment to the effective date of the Department of Cinema & Media 
Arts name change to the Department of Film & Media Arts, shifting it from 1 July 
2027 to 1 May 2027.  

• A status update on the Forward Action Plan academic projects, noting a 
proposal presented to Glendon Faculty Council for consideration and Lassonde 
leading an AI Consortium pilot both part of the Faculties of the Futures project, 
and the ongoing development of the Undergraduate Degree Framework.  

• The Committee’s encouragement of the Provost to provide the Glendon 
Faculties of the Future related proposal to Faculty Council in advance of its 
meeting to support preparation and oversight.  

• The Committee’s agreement to defer the 2024-2025 annual reports from 
externally mandated research sub-committees (Animal Care, Biosafety, and 
Human Participants Review) to Fall 2026 at the request of the Vice-President 
Research & Innovation.  

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) 
Information items included minor modifications to degree requirements for degree 
programs housed in the Faculties of AMPD, Health, Lassonde, and Science. 
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Additional Information about this Meeting 

Please refer to the full Senate agenda of 28 May 2026 for further details on the items 
reported.   

The next regular meeting of Senate will be held in-person in the Dr Robert Everett 
Senate Chamber at 2:30pm on Thursday, 25 June 2026. 

https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/sites/107/2026/05/senate-agenda-20260528.pdf
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