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 The 729th Meeting of Senate held on Thursday, 25 June 2026 

Remarks 

The Chair welcomed members to the 729th meeting of Senate and expressed gratitude 
to all members, faculty councils and staff for their support of governance and extended 
well wishes to retiring Senators. Consent agenda items were deemed approved.  

President 
Lisa Philipps, Interim President and Vice-Chancellor, highlighted York’s community 
impact through the Lassonde Art Trail and the Moccasin Identifier Project. She 
reported that York now ranks sixth in Canada for employment outcomes and noted 
positive results from the integrated Co-op and Career Centre. Regarding academic 
milestones, the President advised that the School of Medicine has achieved candidate 
status for its 2028 launch, and that York currently leads the country in NSERC Create 
and SSHRC Partnership grants. Finally, she outlined strategic improvements to 
enrollment systems, addressed efforts to strengthen research citation oversight, and 
celebrated six York subjects achieving global top 100 status in the 2026 QS rankings.  

Inquiries & Communications 

A report from the Academic Colleague to the Council of Ontario Universities (COU) was 
received for information. 

Approvals 

On the recommendation of the Senate Executive Committee, Senate approved 
candidates for election to Senate Committees (non-designated seats) for a three-year 
term of 1 July 2026 - 30 June 2029 and for the position of Academic Colleague to the 
Council of Ontario Universities for a two-year term of 1 July 2026 – 30 June 2028. 

On the recommendation of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, 
Senate approved the chartering of the following Organized Research Units for a five-
year period, commencing 1 July 2026: Centre for Indigenous Knowledges and 
Languages, Centre for Muscle Health Research, and Centre for Vision Research. 

On the recommendation of the Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy 
Committee Senate approved: 

• major modifications to the Bachelor of Education program, housed in the Faculty of 
Education, effective 1 May 2027. 

• establishment of a new Course Assessment & Feedback Policy and rescission of the 
Senate policies on Grading Scheme and Feedback, Limits on the Worth of 
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Examinations in the Final Classes of a Term, and Final Examinations and Final 
Grades in Courses effective F/W 2027-2028. 

On the recommendation of the Awards Committee, Senate approved revisions to the 
Senate Policy on Honorific Professorships, effective 1 September 2026. 

Reports 

Under the auspices of the Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee, Vice-
President Academic and Provost Laina Bay-Cheng and Vice President Finance and 
Administration Narin Kishinchandani reported on the 2026 operating budget in the 
context of academic planning, highlighting the University's ongoing progress toward a 
balanced budget by 2028-2029.  

Committee Information Items 
Executive Committee 
Information items included the following: 

• The recent election results for the full-time faculty member position on ASCP.  

• Approvals of Faculty-designated members on various Senate committees 
nominated by the respective faculty councils.  

• Encouragement for members to complete the 2025-2026 Senator and Senate 
Committee Survey.  

• The resumed review of the Senate disruptions policy revisions to consider 
feedback provided at its April meeting.  

• A schedule of Senate meeting dates and their planned mode of delivery for the 
2026-2027 academic year.  

• Senate attendance data for the year up through May 2026, with a full report 
scheduled for September alongside the final survey results.  

• Information on the status of the various Senate committee priorities for the 
2025-2026 period as detailed in the report's appendix.  

• A received communication concerning the undergraduate degree framework 
proposal was reviewed and subsequently referred back to the ASCP with a 
recommendation to document consultation efforts.  

• Affirmation that in accordance with Senate rules, summer authority will come 
into effect immediately following the meeting and remain active until the Senate 
reconvenes.  
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• Expression of sincere gratitude to concluding members Melanie Baljko, Naomi 
Couto, Michael Giudice and Oluwajuwon (Juwon) Olofe for their dedicated 
service. 

Academic Policy, Planning and Research Committee (APPRC) 
Information items included the following: 

• A detailed discussion with the Glendon Faculty Council regarding the Faculties 
of the Future proposal, which aims to strategically reimagine and revitalize the 
university's bilingual academic mission.  

• Members received a comprehensive series of project updates detailing the 
ongoing implementation and progress of the Forward Action Plan.  

• A follow-up review of federal research priorities to help solidify the institutional 
approach toward security, sovereignty, and dual-use research. 

• An informational update was provided to outline the committee's progress on its 
established priorities for the 2025-2026 academic year.  

• The sub-committee report on Organized Research Units was reviewed, 
highlighting the formal recommendations to charter specific entities like the 
Centre for Muscle Health Research and the Centre for Vision Research.  

• Expression of sincere gratitude to the dedicated student and faculty members 
who are currently completing their terms of service on the committee.  

Academic Standards, Curriculum and Pedagogy Committee (ASCP) 
Information items included: 

• Efforts to address prompts from the Senate Executive regarding responses to 
faculty councils and other documentation concerning the Undergraduate Degree 
Framework, with the expectation of bringing it to the Senate in the early fall.  

• Minor modifications to degree requirements for degree programs housed in FGS 
and LA&PS 

• A comprehensive year-end status report detailing the ongoing progress and 
updates on the committee's priorities was attached to the Senate Executive 
report for members to review. 

• Expression of appreciation to committee members for their dedicated efforts, 
with special gratitude directed toward the departing student senators. 
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Awards  
Senators joined the Committee in congratulating the recipients of the 2026 President’s 
Research Awards, President’s University-Wide Teaching Awards, 2026 Honorific 
Professorships, and the prestigious awards for graduating students. 

The Awards Committee conveyed the 2024-2025 Undergraduate Award Disbursement 
Report, 2025 New Awards Report, and 2025-2026 Graduate Award Disbursement 
Report. 

Thanks and gratitude were extended to members of the Awards Committee who are 
completing their terms on the Committee this month.  

Academic Policy, Planning & Research (APPRC) and Academic Standards, 
Curriculum & Pedagogy (ASCP) 

APPRC and ASCP conveyed the 2024-2025 Annual Report on Non-Degree Studies. 

Senate received the March 2026 Report of the Joint Sub-Committee on Quality 
Assurance. 

Additional Information about this Meeting 

Please refer to the full Senate agenda of 25 June 2026 for further details on the items 
reported. 

The next regular meeting of Senate will be held in-person in the Dr Robert Everett 
Senate Chamber at 2:30pm on Thursday, 24 September 2026. 

https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/sites/107/2026/06/senate-agenda-20260625.pdf

