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495th Meeting held on 29June 2026 

 

Appointments / Re-appointments 

Board of Governors 

• Appointment of Lucy Iacovelli to the Board of Governors for a four-year term starting 
July 1, 2026, ending 30 June 2030. 

• Appointment of Helen Brennagh as Non-Academic Employee nominee, for a one-year 
term effective 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027. 

• Appointment of Arvin Moradi, as Student nominee, for a two-year term effective 1 July 
2026 to 30 June 2028. 

• Appointment of Peter Tsasis, as Senate nominee, for a two-year term effective 1 July 
2026 to 30 June 2028. 

• Appointment of Alicia Pinter as Non-Academic Employee nominee, for a two-year term 
effective 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2028. 

Pension Fund Board of Trustees 

• Appointment of Professor Mary-Helen Armour, as a YUFA nominee, for a three-year 
term effective July 1, 2026. 

• Appointment of Professor Jaskaran Virhia, as a CUPE 1356-1 nominee, for a three-year 
term effective July 1, 2026. 

• Re-appointment of Mary Traversy, as a Board of Governors nominee and as Chair, for a 
three-year term effective July 1, 2026. 

• Re-appointment of George Klar, as a Presidential nominee, for a three-year term 
effective July 1, 2026. 

• Re-appointment of Frank D'Agostino, as a CUPE 1356 nominee, for a three-year term 
effective July 1, 2026. 

Decanal Appointment 

• Appointment of Dr. Sarah Barrett as Interim Dean, Faculty of Education commencing 
September 1, 2026 and continuing at least to December 31, 2026 with a possible 
appointment to June 30, 2027 or until the appointment of the next Dean of Faculty, 
whichever comes sooner. 
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Approvals 

The authority for the President to extend the terms of Officers and Deans and to appoint 
mid-term interim Deans of the University. 

Appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as the auditor for the University for the fiscal year 
2026-2027. 

The Consolidated Financial Statements for the year ended 30 April 2026. 

The Multi-year Operating Budget Plan for 2026-2027 to 2029-2031, which includes the (i) 
the University’s Multi-Year Operating and Capital Budget; (ii) the Ancillary Services Multi-
Year Operating Budget; and (iii) the Long-Term Plan and related budget for the Executive 
Learning Centre (ELC). 

The 2026 Annual Report on Educational Costs. 

Amendments to the York University Pension Plan. 

The 2026-2027 Board and Committee workplans. 

The 2026-2027 Endowment Distribution Accrual rate of $5.34 per unit. 

Presentations  

The President’s year-end retrospective on achievements in 2025-2026 and University’s 
Artificial Intelligence journey. Highlights included York’s continued rise in global rankings 
in the 2027 QS World University Ranking, and the latest THE Sustainability Impact 
Rankings, where York ranked #1 in Canada in three Sustainable Development Goals. The 
update also highlighted student thriving and academic and research growth, with York 
ranking sixth in Canada for employment outcomes, and the School of Medicine advancing 
to candidate status for accreditation. Areas for improvement were also discussed, as well 
as an overview of the Multi-Year Budget for 2026 and the path to balance. 

From Harshit Jaiswal on the activities of the Student Representative Roundtable in 2025- 
2026. 

From Vice-President Narin Kishinchandani and Interim Provost Laina Bay-Cheng on the 
highlights of the Multi-Year Budget Plan 2026-2027 to 2030-2031.   
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Reports and Remarks 

Appreciation was conveyed by the Chair to governors whose terms are ending for their 
dedication and commitment during their tenure on the Board, and newly appointed 
members of the Board were welcomed. 

The 2025 Employment Equity Report. 

The December 2025 Annual Investment Report. 

Reports from each of the Executive, Academic Resources, External Relations, Finance 
and Audit, Governance, People and Culture, Investment, and Land and Property 
committees on matters discussed in their meetings this Board cycle. 

The agenda for the meeting is posted on the Board of Governors website:  
https://www.yorku.ca/secretariat/wp-content/uploads/sites/107/2026/06/board-
agenda-20260629.pdf 
 
Christine Silversides, University Secretary (Board)  
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