
SUSTAINABILITY INNOVATION FUND
 Guidelines and Project Application Form  

The Sustainability Innovation Fund (SIF) provides funding to support campus sustainability projects that help build a culture and practice of sustainability at York University. This second round of the Sustainability Innovation Fund is specifically to support projects that can advance climate action at the University, support our net zero goal, and contribute to advancing Sustainable Development Goal 13 (Climate Action).

Applications are welcome from all faculty, staff and students and proposed projects should take place on one of York’s campuses. Proposals may address direct or indirect emissions including those produced by commuting, energy, food, waste, behaviour change, awareness and engagement or nature-based solutions.

Projects focused on identifying, accelerating, and evaluating climate mitigation solutions and strategies are encouraged, and may take the form of requests for: 

· seed funding (including piloting ideas ahead of larger proposals in future rounds of the SIF, or external grant applications), or
· funding where there are matching funds from an academic unit or administrative office, or
· projects that can be achieved generally with up to $10,000 from SIF (although compelling proposals requesting up to $25k may be considered). 

Successful proposals will receive funding in June 2024 and the projects are expected to be completed within one year.
Successful proposals will have a sustainability plan to pursue the project beyond SIF and secure follow-on funding.  

	Key Milestones
	Timing

	Call for Proposals Opens
	Monday, March 11, 2024

	Application Deadline 
	Friday, April 26, 2024

	Review and Adjudication Process   
	May 2024

	Announcement & Funding of Recipients 
	June 2024




How to Apply:
All proposals for the Sustainability Innovation Fund must be submitted in a PDF format file (LastName_FirstName_ProjectTitle) to the Microsoft Forms. A complete application consists of the form below, the Project Plan and Budget, as well as evidence where relevant of consultations or other sources of funding for the project (see instructions below).

Deadline to submit: Monday, April 26, 2024, by 4:00 p.m.  
Submission Link: Microsoft Form                  
If you have any questions or concerns, please free to reach out to the Office of Sustainability: sustainability@yorku.ca 


Funding Criteria:

Campus Sustainability 
Successful projects will take place on York University campus(es). Applicants are encouraged to propose projects to use the campus as a test bed to pilot new strategies, processes, technologies, events or to gain new insights for behaviour change.

Alignment with Institutional Priorities
Proposals must align with institutional priorities, specifically by advancing the University’s net zero goal, as well as contribute to advancing Sustainable Development Goal 13 (Climate Action).

Project team 
All members of project teams must be affiliated with York University, with EDI considerations. In the project plan, teams must include a clear plan for how the team will work together throughout the project period and the key contributions of each team member. 

Impact 
Proposals should define key performance indicators (KPIs) and/or other metrics of success in the project plan. Specifically, demonstrate how GHG emissions can be reduced through project outcomes or the insights it generates within the timeframe specified.

Scalability and project sustainability
Awards under this program are intended to provide funding for projects which have the ability to scale across the University or beyond. The application needs to demonstrate how the project will continue once the funds have been used or impacts will be ongoing and the likelihood to pursue and secure follow-on funding. 


Ineligible projects include:
· Course conversions
· Faculty research projects
· Commercialization or for-profit businesses
· Non-campus related projects
Consultation
If you have any questions or concerns, the Office of Sustainability is available for consultation with regards to this application process. Please contact, Nicole Arsenault: sustainability@yorku.ca 

























Sustainability Innovation Fund
Project Application Form

	
Contact Information

	Name of Project Lead
	

	School/Department
	

	Faculty/Division
	

	Contact Information
	Email:
	Phone #:

	Date of Submission
	

	Title/Academic Rank
	

	Status
	☐ Faculty   ☐Contract ☐ Student ☐ Staff

	Project Proposal
	

	
Project Title

	


	
1. Briefly describe the proposed project, how it advances climate action at the University and why you want to do it. (Maximum 300 words).
	






	
1. List the names, titles and affiliations of the project team, including the role of each in the project design and implementation.


Briefly describe the knowledge and experience that this team brings to the project. (1 page)

Describe how you have engaged the appropriate stakeholders in your program, division and/or department and include evidence of consultation in your submission documentation (where relevant).


	


	FINANCIAL DETAILS AND IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

	
1. Prepare a one-year project implementation plan and include it in your submission. 

The plan must address the following four aspects of the project and in this order: Goals; Activities; Outcomes and Deliverables (stated in measurable terms), and a Timeline. 

(3 pages maximum)

	




	
1. State total amount of funding requested from the SIF for 2024

Indicate the amount of confirmed funding (if any) from other sources supporting this project. Include documentation of such commitments if applicable.

Provide a budget (using the budget template provided).



	


	MEASURING IMPACT AND SUSTAINABILITY

	
1. Explain how the project outcomes and/or insights will contribute to the reduction of GHG emissions at the University. Please provide as much detail as possible.


	




	1. Indicate whether and how many community members will benefit from this initiative in the short term e.g., providing experiential opportunities for students, or training and development for staff.

Could this project be scaled to benefit larger numbers of York community members? Explain how.
	



	
1. How will this project be evaluated? What will be the definition of success?
	

	
1. Describe the plans for disseminating the results of this project within and (if applicable) beyond the University.



	


	
1. Describe the enduring impacts of the project or initiative for York and its community.

How will the project continue to have benefits beyond the funding period? 

What is the plan for financial sustainability? Will on-going support be provided by any unit, department, Faculty or Division?  Who would be responsible for ensuring this?
	






	

Project Lead Name (please print)



Signature of Project Lead                                                                                     Date


	


Sustainability Innovation Fund - Project Plan & Budget 2024

	SIF Project Title:
	

	Project Lead Name(s):
	






	 
	Deliverables
	Major Activities to Address Each Deliverable
	Deadlines for each
Major Activity
	Budget Per Major Activity

	1
	
	1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total Project Budget
	
	$

	
	
	Funding support from other sources. Provide source of funding and total amount.
	
	$

	
	
	Request from SIF
	
	$


· Add more rows as required.  
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