Hi everyone, welcome to this week's posting of the TC Blog. My name is Brian Nairn and I'm one of the educational developers with the Teaching Commons. This week I wanted to give you a highlighted tour of our brand new website that was just launched within the last couple of weeks. 
So what I want to do is run through the different web pages just to give you a sense of what the Teaching Commons can provide for you as a service unit, and to direct you towards any other resources that might be helpful for you as you are exploring your own teaching and learning.
So I'm not going to click through every single page on this website but, I did just want to work through some of the items on the home page, and just go across this menu bar here just to, again just to give you a highlight of what we have to offer.
So the first thing you'll notice, if you've been trying to reach our old website it's probably redirecting you to this home page, and so here we are. Our brand new landing page - great, welcome to the Teaching Commons. You'll notice on a lot of these pages we have a nice "Quick Links" section here, so if you're looking for, kind of for more targeted information hopefully some of this is useful from the side here.
Yeah, and so on our home page now the first thing you'll notice is finding out who your educator developer liaison is. Right, so you may or may not know that each Faculty has an educational developer liaison. Someone who can act as your first point of contact if you're trying to reach out for any reason. And so if we go to our developer liaisons, right, you can see here by Faculty or School who is the point of contact for you to reach. So if you are curious I'm here for the Science department, Science Faculty, and as well if you're trying to put a face to a name right we can we have a little section underneath. You can see our faces or, maybe four-fifths of a face in that case there. It also provides each of our contact information as well. We are excited to have two new postdoctoral visitors with us as well and so I'll give a shout out to Ameera and Brandon right now on this webpage here.
So as we work through, and work down our homepage - so back to the home page now - the next item is this Engaged Teaching at York document. So I won't go into this too much because there's a video that's going to be produced that's really going to promote this this document here, but just to give you a quick sense right so a...Associate Dean's Teaching and Learning Council Subcommittee put together this document as a model for engaged teaching at the University. And so it's really just moving towards a research-informed practice, and so this document here, nice little introduction, and then we get into a model with just these quadrants. So whether your teaching is informed by evidence, informed by experience, and whether it's private or public, and how to move through these quadrants as you see fit. So again I won't go into this too too much but you can expect another promotional video specific to this model for engaged teaching.
Some of the main ticket items on this homepage here, right so again remote teaching; we're still in this world where everything is online and, so if you have not had a chance yet to view our Bold - Going Remote website this is a great resource for a starting place as you are going down the online teaching world here.
Further down, right, just a little more general information about the Teaching Commons. So we have a strategic plan that you can look at, I will show the communications page in just a couple seconds here. Again so some of our different reports, our annual reports, there's a Teaching Commons advisory committee which is which is in the works of being developed and promoted, as well there's information here about our team itself, so again if you're looking for your liaison for your Faculty or if you're curious to see what the team of the Teaching Commons has been up to we have a common Teaching Commons CV here that highlights all of our accomplishments as a team.
Great, so at the very very bottom here, a couple of quick links, so our general email address teaching@yorku.ca; we do offer virtual drop-in hours from 10 a.m to 12 p.m on Zoom so Monday to Friday there will be one of us Educational Developers in a Zoom room ready to answer any drop-in questions that you might have, as well a link to our calendar of events.
So the other page I just wanted to highlight from this home page here is the Communications page, and so this is where you will find information such as the Blog. So if you happened to access this blog post through a direct link and are wondering how to get to the other posts, it's just to this Communications page from our home page. So again you can see the different blogs that we have posted here, if you'd like to contribute please shoot me an email and I'm happy to work with you to set something up, so just let me know if you'd like to have some space here for for your own blog post. As well, we have our  faculty and graduate student newsletters, so we keep our updated ones front and center but if you are also interested in seeing what's been going on in the past we have an entire drop down section for our archived blogs and then the newsletters as well.
Okay. So, that covers the home page, that's kind of that what's going to be front and centre as you visit our website. But now just to give a sense of what else we have to offer, so these are from these tabs here.
We start with teaching development, so as Educational Developers our primary role is to help support the development of teaching and learning, whether you're a grad student or a faculty member, and so if you are an instructor we have this teaching development page; and by instructor we do mean the broadest sense possible. So whether it's you're already tenured, tenure track, contract faculty, if you're a graduate student with a teaching ticket, right so anyone who's actually you know teaching a course in some capacity this information might be useful to you. So again a lot of these web pages are set up as these different blocks and within these blocks will lead you to to much more detailed information. So if you are interested in e-learning you can explore the different programs that we have to offer and you'll get a list of what support that we can provide you specifically to e-learning, whether it's some different courses that we have, some online certificates that you can work towards, and so on. If you also would like to book a consultation we have Yelin, an Educational Developer who's really great with with a lot of the technological e-learning stuff, and Robert our Instructional Designer who's very helpful when it comes to, you know, some of the the e-class nuances and that sort of development there, so again if you would like to book anything particular to e-learning you have some contact information and some people there to turn to. And so e-learning is one of these blocks here. 
So we also have things like Experiential Education. So I am a little bit biased so I will show what this page looks like. So a couple of courses to offer, some online modules that we've done, so if you want to book a consultation with either Lisa or this guy who looks a little familiar here, please feel free to reach out to either of us particular to experiential education.
[bookmark: _GoBack]So other services and development resources, things like an Instructional Skills Workshop, different certificates that are available, if you're interested in course design or the teaching academy. Right so this is kind of your home base to...to before you take a deeper dive into any of these different topics here.
