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What You See is... 
Not Necessarily... What They Get...

Ron Ophir, PhD
May 26, 2020

Teaching Commons Webinar
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Organize
Organizing your Moodle course website

§ By Lecture

§ By Module
§ ...

Special sections

§ Welcome/Orientation
§ Exams
§ Graded Components
§ Library Resources 
§ Support Resources
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Example: By Lecture
AP/ADMS2400 – Introduction to Organizational Behaviour
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A few guiding principles 
Organizing your Moodle course website

§ Simplicity (short) à avoid overload
§ Clarity à important information visible

§ Consistency of structure (repetitive) à familiar
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eneral (top section)
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rid Form

at (Course Form
at)

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

9

10



York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 6

x

x

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

11

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

12



York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 7

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

13

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

14



York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 8

Example: By Module
AP/HRM3450 – Equity, Diversity and Inclusion in the Workplace
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Example 2: By Module
AP/ADMS4444 – Identity and Inclusivity in Organizations: Advanced Topics
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Using Groups
The Basics

Participants can be assigned to one or more groups
§ Manually create and assign students to group(s)

§ Auto-create groups

What is this useful for?
§ Communication (e.g., forum)

§ Group submission (e.g., assignment)

§ Access restrictions

How to?
https://lthelp.yorku.ca/course-management/creating-groups?from_search=46402418 ©
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https://lthelp.yorku.ca/course-management/creating-groups%3Ffrom_search=46402418


York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 14

Presentation Groups

(Self-Selection)
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Discussion Groups

(forum discussion in online course)
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Groupings
Another layer

Groupings are a collection (set) of Groups

§ A group does not have to be part of a grouping
§ A group can be part of more than one grouping

What is this useful for?
§ Define an activity for a specific set of groups

§ Access restrictions
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Create Groupings in Moodle © 2020 University of Massachusetts Amherst 
https://www.umass.edu/it/support/moodle/create-groupings-moodle
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https://www.umass.edu/it/support/moodle/create-groupings-moodle
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Application: Online Course
Discussion Groups + Project Groups
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Discussion Groups

(forum discussion in online course)
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Project Groups

(self-selection in online course)
©

 O
ph

ir 
20

20

38



York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 20

Application: LECT
Project Groups + Ad Hoc Activity Group

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

39

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

40



York Univ. Teaching Commons Webinar May 26, 2020

© Ophir 2020 21

©
 O

ph
ir 

20
20

41

Application: Accommodations
(combine with “Group Override” and/or “Access Restrictions”)
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Course Settings - Groups

https://lthelp.yorku.ca/62967-setting-up-your-course/customize-your-course-settings?from_search=46394628
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Completion Tracking

What is it useful for?
§ “Check list” style ledger of course progress
§ Activities can be marked completed manually or based on 

condition satisfied
§ Thresholds for completion can be set (e.g., quiz)
§ Access restriction can be based on activity completion.

Challenge?
§ “Progress Bar” needs to be managed

or ignored
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https://lthelp.yorku.ca/62967-setting-up-your-course/customize-your-course-settings%3Ffrom_search=46394628
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Application:
Access content only after conditions are met
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Course Settings – Completion Tracking

https://lthelp.yorku.ca/62967-setting-up-your-course/customize-your-course-settings?from_search=46394628
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Creating Coloured Banners:
Using Labels
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The ”coloured banners” used in the course layouts 
are “labels”, which include:
§ A single-cell table
§ A background colour
§ (the text colour is left as default black)

§ See the next slide for a visual

48
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Creating Coloured Banners:
Using Labels
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<table border="0" cellpadding=".05" align="left" style="background-color: #ff9d5c; width: 
100%;">
<tbody>
<tr>
<td><strong>Assigned Readings</strong></td>
</tr>
</tbody>
</table>

“< >”  = switch to html formal  
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Thank You!
ophir@yorku.ca
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