Supporting teaching at york (STAY) Symposium program
Wednesday May 3 (online via Zoom[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  Please register to ensure you receive the Zoom link via email.] 

12:00-12:10pm - Welcome and Opening Remarks from Faculty of Graduate Studies Dean Thomas Loebel
12:10-1:00pm - Land Acknowledgement and Opening Plenary: Cultivating Academic Excellence Through Core Skills with Teaching Commons Tutors Morgan Anderson and Bridget Liang
1:00-1:10pm - Break
1:10-2:00pm - Equitable Grading Practices: Strategies for Fair and Inclusive Assessment with Senior Teaching Assistant Salman Chaudhry
2:00-2:10pm - Break
2:10-3:00pm - LIFE Model for Learner Participation with Teaching Commons Tutor Davis Vallesi
Thursday May 4 (in-person in Life Science Building (LSB), some online sessions via Zoom1)
9:30-10:00am - Welcome with Coffee and Refreshments – Life Science Building Atrium
10:00-10:10am - Opening Remarks and Land Acknowledgement – LSB 101 or via Zoom
10:10-11:00am - Workshop Session
Hyflex (in-person in LSB 101 or Online via Zoom) - The Elephant in the Classroom: Fostering Classroom Dialogs on Academic Integrity with Senior Teaching Assistant Becky Whiley
11:00-11:10am - Break
11:10am-12:00pm - Workshop Session
In-person in LSB 101 - Possibilities of Hope in the Classroom: (Some) Insights from Freire with Senior Teaching Assistant Ali Ahmed
12:00-1:00pm - Lunch in LSB[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Please ensure you’ve indicated on the registration form that you will be joining us for 
lunch so we order enough food.  In-person registration closes April 28.] 

Afternoon schedule continues on the next page…

1:00-1:50pm - Workshop Sessions
In-person in LSB 101: Maximizing Student Success in a Lab Setting: Key Strategies for TAs with Senior Teaching Assistant Lauren Turner
Online via Zoom[footnoteRef:3]: Facilitating Open Communication Between TAs with Senior Teaching Assistant Sebastian D’Amario [3:  Please register to ensure you receive the Zoom link via email, if applicable.] 

1:50-2:00pm - Break
2:00-2:50pm - Workshop Sessions
Hyflex (in-person in LSB 101 or Online via Zoom3): Brain-informed Pedagogy: How to Include Cognitive Psychology in your Teaching with Senior Teaching Assistant Sarah Park
Hyflex (in-person in LSB 103 or Online via Zoom3): Science Communication Workshop:
Social media as a tool for #SciComm & Teaching with Senior Teaching Assistant Chimira Andres
2:50-3:00pm - Closing Remarks


[bookmark: _Opening_plenary_-]Opening plenary - Cultivating Academic Excellence Through Core Skills
Time management, academic integrity, critical thinking, teamwork, note-taking, oral presentation skills, technological literacy...These are all meta-learning/core skills that university students require to succeed at university. Unfortunately, not all students have equal opportunity to engage with these foundational skills prior to their university experience. How, as TAs, can we avoid assumptions that all students already have, or should have, these core skills before entering our classrooms? How can we ensure they develop these skills in order to achieve academic excellence?
The plenary for this year's STAY symposium, run by Teaching Commons Tutors Bridget Liang and Morgan Anderson, addresses these overarching questions through participatory activities and introduces STAY attendees to some of the topics that will be covered in the following workshops.
Morgan Anderson is a 6th year PhD Candidate in Theatre and Performance Studies and a Teaching Commons Tutor. Her research focuses on the hobbyist juggler’s relationship to their props. She is also passionate about teaching and learning and runs a YouTube channel that seeks to support university students in their studies: https://www.youtube.com/c/morganeua[image: ] 
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[image: ]Bridget Liang is a mixed race, queer, transfeminine, AuDHD, disabled, fat fangirl. They're a PhD candidate in the Gender, Feminist, and Women's Studies Program at York University, a community researcher, workshop and group facilitator, performance artist, and fiction writer. Much of their work revolves around autistic trans folks and their families, and using storytelling in research.


abstracts for workshop sessions
[bookmark: _Equitable_Grading_Practices:]Equitable Grading Practices: Strategies for Fair and Inclusive Assessment with Senior Teaching Assistant Salman Chaudhry
Grading and assessment are crucial components of teaching, but they can also be sources of bias and inequality. Unconscious bias, grading rubrics, and student diversity can all impact grading outcomes, which in turn can affect student success and well-being. This workshop is designed to help instructors create fair and inclusive grading practices that support student learning and success, while also reducing bias and promoting equity.
This workshop will be a 45-minute event that includes a mix of presentations, group discussions, and hands-on activities.  The workshop will cover the following topics:
· Understanding the impact of unconscious bias and grading rubrics on grading outcomes
· Strategies for developing fair and inclusive grading practices
· Reflect on our grading and assessment practices
[bookmark: _LIFE_Model_for]LIFE Model for Learner Participation with Teaching Commons Tutor Davis Vallesi
The objective of this session is to present and engage with the “LIFE Model for Learner Participation”, which I have conceptualized based upon my experiences as a tutorial leader, writing centre instructor, course director, and educational developer. The LIFE Model consists of four elements as follows: (1) Learning Outcomes, (2) Intellectual Curiosity, (3) Freedom, and (4) Environmental Awareness. These four elements are not purported to be exhaustive in maximizing learner participation, yet each aspect has been thoughtfully devised to promote a balanced perspective towards necessary considerations for educators when engaging their students. Following a brief introduction to the model and its components, this workshp will engage participants by placing attendees into one of four Zoom breakout rooms (corresponding to the LIFE Model) where they are encouraged to reflect upon their allocated component. Furthermore, a communal Google document will be provided to all participants, entailing a summary of the model and reflective questions/prompts to guide the group discussions, with space to take notes. The session will conclude by reconvening as a large group, inviting the participants to share the outcomes of their discussions while reflecting on the Google document (which will serve as a ‘takeaway’ resource for all participants). The session will be highly relevant for graduate students of all disciplinary backgrounds, since the LIFE Model was deliberately designed to transcend scholarly fields. The disciplinary diversity of attendees is seen as a distinctly positive element, with an opportunity for interesting nuances and interpretations to abound in engaging with the model.
[bookmark: _The_Elephant_in]The Elephant in the Classroom: Fostering Classroom Dialogs on Academic Integrity with Senior Teaching Assistant Becky Whiley
[bookmark: _Possibilities_of_Hope]We’ve all know about it. Educators in all Faculties dread dealing with it. Its consequences are prominently featured in our syllabi, the focus of administrative workshops, and subtly infused into our marking schemes. However, that doesn’t stop it from occurring. And it’s not going away if we don’t address it. 
Why are we to afraid to talk about breaches of academic integrity in our classrooms? 
There’s no getting around it: academic integrity is an inevitable part of the TA experience. So, let’s talk about it. 
TAs at all levels of experience are invited to participate in this 45-minute workshop exploring the ins and out of academic integrity. Participants will have the opportunity to reflect on their own experiences with academic integrity, recognise how their teaching style can help reduce breaches of academic integrity, and practice designing context-specific academic integrity policies that they can adapt to suit their needs. This workshop will prioritise collaborative group activities that foster the development of communication strategies for discussing academic integrity with students. Further, participants will receive guidance on how resources from the university can be incorporated into their toolbox. Participants will leave this workshop equipped to engage students in open dialogs about the elephant in their classrooms. 
[bookmark: _Possibilities_of_Hope_1]Possibilities of Hope in the Classroom: (Some) Insights from Freire with Senior Teaching Assistant Ali Ahmed
This STAY space is meant for teaching assistants to think together about disappointing experiences in teaching, particularly when it comes to broaching difficult subject matter that is either considered taboo or that runs into convictions, whether personal or societal, and thus does not generate dialogue and inquiry. Some would say that this kind of disappointment is natural, or that it’s the result of a disinterested generation that just doesn’t read; but both these claims are not only hackneyed and unhelpful, they are also limiting and despiriting. 
To develop an understanding of the experience that allows for the possibility of hope, we will begin to think about and reflect on our teaching philosophies through the work of Paulo Freire, especially his emphasis on the teacher-student relationship and the need for a critical liberatory praxis 
Participants will begin by conceptualizing (turning into concepts) the challenges they have experienced in teaching, followed by an opportunity to think about and/or share their teaching philosophy. We will then read and discuss select passages from a few different works by Freire in order to develop as comprehensive an understanding of his stance as possible. Finally, we will return to our intentions and approaches to teaching in order to begin again from a place of radical hope.
[bookmark: _Maximizing_Student_Success]Maximizing Student Success in a Lab Setting: Key Strategies for TAs with Senior Teaching Assistant Lauren Turner
Witnessing students successfully apply theoretical concepts in a practical setting can be incredibly rewarding. This 45 minute in-person workshop equips TAs with key strategies for leading experimental learning components such as labs or tutorials. Participants will explore three crucial steps to bridge the gap between theory and practice and ensure students achieve a complete understanding of course topics:
(1)   Highlighting key theoretical themes in an effective manner.
(2)   Proactively monitoring student progress and maintaining focus on lab objectives.
(3)   Facilitating group work and providing guidance to students in challenging lab situations.
Interactive elements, including a case study and open discussion, will allow participants to share their personal experiences and ideas as lab TAs. The workshop will also provide additional resources for future learning. By the end of the session, attendees will leave with enhanced mentoring skills to support independent learning in a lab setting and maximize student success.
[bookmark: _Facilitating_Open_Communication]

[bookmark: _Facilitating_Open_Communication_1]Facilitating Open Communication Between TAs with Senior Teaching Assistant Sebastian D’Amario
You will learn various techniques for contacting others, how to establish boundaries, and cultivate fundamental values that promote a strong and healthy working relationship with your fellow TAs. By utilizing a scenario-based approach and reviewing relevant literature, you will gain the confidence to comprehend the context of these friendships.
[bookmark: _Brain-informed_Pedagogy:_How]Brain-informed Pedagogy: How to Include Cognitive Psychology in your Teaching with Senior Teaching Assistant Sarah Park
All learning and teaching, every strategy and approach, it all comes down to our brain. Cognition is the collection of functions and processes of our brain, which equally rule our learning. To truly have a holistic understanding of our pedagogy and why it works, we must look to cognitive psychology. 
This session will introduce the basics of the learning brain at a level accessible to all members of the instructional team. No background of understanding of cognitive psychology is required. Specifically, we will first cover an overview of how the brain supports memory and attention, then some cognitive psychology informed best practices for teaching, assessment, and studying. We will also cover how our brains and cognition can work against us in the form of biases. Lastly, further resources will be provided. 
This session will have interactive elements and the opportunity for open and collaborative sharing of ideas and experiences.
Science Communication Workshop: Social media as a tool for #SciComm & Teaching with Senior Teaching Assistant Chimira Andres
Why and how do we communicate science online? Brand yourself as the teaching assistant and researcher that you are!​
Social media and online platforms are powerful tools used to communicate science. In fact, there are several benefits of using social media in education. In this 45 minute in-person workshop, you will learn:
· How-to create an online presence and brand yourself as a researcher and/or educator
· How-to quantify your audience impact through social media analytics​
· How-to create accessible graphics​
· How-to navigate #SciComm #EdChat in social media platforms (i.e. Twitter, Youtube, Wordpress, etc) 
In reality, social media #SciComm is a nonstop academic conference for everyone – not just for scientists, artists, engineers and researchers, but with the largest component being that science is now completely accessible to the general public or non-expert audiences. Since social media platforms are built to facilitate interaction, many audiences comment and ask questions directly to the science communicator or educator. 
In this session, we will also discuss the challenges and advantages of online science communication and specific teaching & learning strategies regarding content creation, accessibility, and inclusivity on display for your classrooms.
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