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WRIT1001H: Write in Time 

• Trent’s first-year composition course
• I’ve taught it since 2014
• Average enrollment of 40-60, with tutorials capped at 20
• Historically culminates in a research essay requiring four 

scaffolded assignments:
• Annotated bibliography
• Essay outline
• Essay draft
• Final essay
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New scaffolded assignments for the research 
essay, Fall 2025
OCTOBER 24 Annotated Bibliography (worth 5%) submitted online
OCTOBER 31 In-class reading exercise to “hack” one of the sources from the 
annotated bibliography (worth 8%)

• Students bring a hard copy of a peer-reviewed article they’ve found in the library e-
resources

NOVEMBER 14 In-class outline for the research essay (worth 10%)
• Students have chosen an essay topic, but they receive the specific essay prompt in class 

on the day of the outline
• Students bring a hard copy of at least one outside peer-reviewed source related to their 

topic

NOVEMBER 21 (with option to continue on NOVEMBER 28) In-class essay writing 
(worth 20%)

• Using the outline from November 21, students prepare a full essay. They bring a hard 
copy of any outside sources they’ll cite, and they submit these with the completed 
essay, with quoted or paraphrased materials highlighted.



In-class assignment guidelines:

• All students receive twice the standard amount of time allotted.
• Students are allowed to chat with classmates as they work.
• Students receive real-time feedback from their instructor/TA as 

they work.
• Students are encouraged to bring mood-boosting provisions 

(snacks, cookies, lattes, etc.) to class.
• The only restriction is that the assignments are completed 

without devices.
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Results

• Real-time formative feedback
• Feedback arrives when students need it rather than after the fact

• Increased equity 
• Universal design allows everyone double the standard amount of time
• Students have real-time access to instructors
• Students have allotted time and space to complete high-stakes tasks

• Humanized learning
• Writing involves real-time conversations with instructors and colleagues 

rather than fretful, solitary vigils at 3am



Thanks for listening!

Amanda Paxton 
Department of English Literature
Trent University Durham
amandapaxton@trentu.ca 
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