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QUESTION #1: What is the percentage of Canadian-borns, immigrants and non-permanent 
residents of 15 years and over receiving employment insurance in 2005, for the province of 
Ontario? 
 
ANSWER: 
 

 
Received EI 

(%) N 
Canadian-borns 7.1 6,499,630
Immigrants 6.5 3,217,525
Non-permanent residents 4.2 102,270
Total 6.9 9,819,420
 

 In 2005, immigrants and non-permanent residents were less likely to receive EI than 
Canadian-borns. While 7.1% of Canadian-borns received EI in 2005, 6.5% of immigrants 
and 4.2% of non-permanent residents received EI during the same period. 

 
 
QUESTION #2: What is the percentage of immigrants who are 15 years and over receiving 
employment insurance in 2005, by period of immigration, for the province of Ontario? 
 
ANSWER:  
 

 
Received EI 

(%) N 
Before 1961 2.3 442,695
1961-1970 4.4 405,180
1971-1980 6.6 478,340
1981-1990 7.6 558,225
1991-1995 7.6 450,625
1996-2000 8.8 417,280
2001-2006 7.7* 465,180
Total 6.5 3,217,525
 
* Use with caution. Not all immigrants arriving between 2001 and 2006 would have been eligible 
for employment insurance in 2005. 
 
 



Fact sheet 09-02 
 

¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ 
 

Toronto Immigrant Employment Data Initiative 
York University 
www.yorku.ca/tiedi 

Page 2 of 3

 The percentage of immigrants receiving EI tends to decrease for immigrants who have 
been longer in Canada. Almost nine percent (8.8%) of immigrants who arrived between 
1996 and 2000 received EI in 2005. This is twice the percentage of immigrants who 
arrived between 1961 and 1970 (4.4%), and four times the percentage of immigrants who 
arrived before 1961 (2.3%). 

 
 
QUESTION #3: What is the average amount received in employment insurance by beneficiaries 
of 15 years and over in 2005, for the province of Ontario? 
 
ANSWER:  
 

 Mean ($) N 
Canadian-borns 5,319.76 460,170
Immigrants 5,461.30 208,320
Non-permanent residents 5,671.87 4,320
Total 5,365.85 672,810
 

 Although fewer immigrants receive EI than Canadian-borns, immigrant beneficiaries 
receive a higher average amount of EI benefits ($5,461 vs. $5,320 for Canadian-borns).  

 Non-permanent residents also receive more on average than Canadian-borns ($5,672 
compared to $5,320). 

 
 
QUESTION #4: What is the average amount received in employment insurance by immigrant 
beneficiaries of 15 years and over in 2005, by period of immigration, for the province of Ontario? 
 
ANSWER:  
 

 Mean ($) N 
Before 1961 4,756.74 10,150
1961-1970 4,937.85 17,930
1971-1980 5,425.60 31,370
1981-1990 5,475.22 42,260
1991-1995 5,374.97 34,030
1996-2000 5,864.30 36,720
2001-2006 5,606.43 35,870
Total 5,461.30 208,320

 
 Immigrants who arrived between 1996 and 2000 received the highest average amount of 

EI in 2005 ($5,864 on average for each EI beneficiary). Immigrant EI beneficiaries who 
arrived before 1961 received the least (on average, $4,757 per beneficiary). 
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NOTE:  
 
Numbers may not add up due to rounding. 
 
Refers to total Employment Insurance benefits received during calendar year 2005, before 
income tax deductions. It includes benefits for unemployment, sickness, maternity, parental, 
adoption, compassionate care and benefits to self-employed fishers received under the federal 
Employment Insurance Program. 
 
Reported for: Population 15 years of age and over, excluding institutional residents. 
 
 
DEFINITIONS:  
 
Immigrants are persons who are, or have ever been, landed immigrants in Canada (includes 
immigrants who landed in Canada prior to Census Day, May 16, 2006). 
 
Non-permanent residents are persons from another country who, at the time of the census, held a 
Work or Study Permit, or who were refugee claimants, as well as family members living with 
them in Canada. 
 
 
DATA SOURCE:  
 
Statistics Canada. 2009. 2006 Census of Population (master file). Using University of Toronto 
Research Data Centre (distributor). Released January 2009. http://www.statcan.ca/cgi-
bin/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=3901&lang=en&db=imdb&dbg=f&adm=8&dis
=2 (Accessed February 2009) Accompanying documentation: Census codebook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“While the research and analysis are based on data from Statistics Canada, the opinions expressed 
do not represent the views of Statistics Canada.” 


