Lesson Plan
“Careers: What is my Place in the World?”

Time Frame: 60 minutes
Subjects: Social Studies, Communications, Creative Writing
SDGs Infused: Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG 8); Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure (SDG 9)

Summary and Rationale:
· Students often times either self-censor their future possibilities or are not actively involved in deciding their career paths. This lesson seeks to help graduating students consider possible future careers and how these careers might impact their immediate and global environment.
· In this lesson, students will consider their likes, dislikes, interests and passions and how these might be infused into different occupations. The aim is that this lesson will help students explore careers and the agency they possess to change the world.
· Students will present career options explaining why they have chosen to explore this career, its impact on their lives and on the world around them, and this career in a global context, as well as what additional skills they will require to be effective in this chosen career path.

Instructional Goals:
· To facilitate self-reflection among students and create a foundation to help students define their life purpose.
· To encourage their agency to shape the world.
· To provide an opportunity to practice research and writing skills.

Understanding Goals:
· There are many careers in the world that require different skills, and there is a career for me.
· It is my duty to shape the world positively, and I can define how I want to do this.
· I don't have to choose between a great career and my passion/interests; I can have both and be happy.
· These are the next steps I need to make to succeed in my chosen career.
· This is how I can impact the world.

Essential Questions:
· What do I like/dislike?
· What bothers me the most about my world? Why?
· What would my ideal world look like?
· Which of the SDGs play a role in this ideal world? How?
· What role would I play in this ideal world?
· What are my favorite academic subjects? Why?
· What are my hobbies?
· What careers incorporate my favorite subjects and the things I like?
· If I want to have this career, what skills will I need?
· How can I achieve this goal?
· How will it change my life, my immediate environment, and the world?
· What can I start to do now?

Learning Standards:

· Ethical and Intercultural Orientation (Feeling):
· Recognize and appreciate the interdependence of all people, living things, and the planet.
· Understand the rights of all humans to lead happy, healthy, and productive lives, regardless of gender, age, disability, etc.
· Express self through arts (including philosophical expression).

· Knowledge and Skills (Thinking):
· Question the existing power structures and be aware of their place within a specific world context.
· Understand one’s own identity and roots, others’ identities and roots, how cultures shape identities, and where one is situated in space and time
· Demonstrate awareness of actions and responsibilities in an interconnected context.
· Apply knowledge across subjects, thus demonstrating a deeper understanding of content.
· Understand the elements of trust and collaboration, decent and gainful employment, and the importance of making and sustaining relationships both locally and globally.
· Be aware of the well-being of the self and society (physical, mental, spiritual, etc.)
· Acquire skills in economics/financial relations, science, technology, data analysis, and health that will allow students to address real world issues.
· Analyze and research solutions to problems from the perspectives of different roles, such as consumers, businesses, scientists, policymakers, researchers, retailers, media, and development cooperation agencies, among others.
· Agency and Empowerment (Acting):
· Students should orient their future career goals toward placing value on the ethical foundations they have learned.
· Students should have the agency to:
· Act with resilience and a sense of possibility.
· Recognize and challenge injustice.
· Commit to overcoming adversity.
· Plan and carry out an activism project of choice.
· Students should gain innovative thinking skills and the belief that improvements can be made through a growth mindset.
· Students should feel empowered to create change.

Student Learning Objectives (Students will be able to understand):
· The different career options available on a global scale.
· Their own underlying interests and where these intersect with obtainable careers.
· That they possess the agency to impact the world.
· That a future career can be joyful even with the responsibilities.
· How to create an action plan.

Assessment:
· Students will write a 1500-word Statement of Purpose that answers all of the essential questions and explains the resources they will require.
· Essay should be graded on a 5-point scale for specificity based on the following criteria:
· Clearness of argument and thoughtfulness;
· Innovation in proposed impact;
· Use of examples and analogies to support argument;
· Action plan.

Sequence of Activities:

· Introduction (5 minutes):
· Teacher asks a few students for their own definition of a career.
· Following this, teacher explains the difference between a career and a job.
· Career: an occupation undertaken for a significant period of a person's life and with opportunities for progress; the pursuit of a lifelong ambition or the general course of progression towards lifelong goals.
· Job: an activity through which an individual can earn money. It is a regular activity in exchange of payment.
· Class Discussion (5 minutes): Teacher asks students to discuss work activities they know and classify these into jobs and careers within small groups for 2 minutes and as a class for 3 minutes.

· Teacher Shares (10 minutes):
· Explains their own career journey to becoming a teacher, highlighting the interests, vision, and steps taken to achieve this goal.
· Explains challenges they encountered and highlights their ability to overcome challenges.
· Defines how this career has impacted their life, immediate community, and global community, tying these back to any applicable SDGs.

· Self-Reflection (10 minutes):
· Teacher writes the essential questions on the board and asks students to self-reflect and answer these questions.
· Teacher collects notes.

· Teacher Leads Discussion on Student Notes (10 minutes):
· Facilitate conversation on what questions were easy/difficult to answer and why.
· Ask students to think of a difficult situation or problem they have experienced and what knowledge or skills helped to solve this.
· Invite a willing student to share.

· Teacher Leads Discussion on “My Ideal World” (10 minutes):
· Facilitate conversation on characteristics of an ideal world juxtaposing these ideals against the challenges in the real world.
· How do the SDGs play a role in shaping this ideal world?
· Invite a willing student to share their vision for an ideal world and their role in creating or shaping it.

· Conclusion and Assignment (5 minutes):
· Teacher recaps, discussing examples that highlight agency to overcome difficult situations.
· Teacher explains “Statement of Purpose” assignment with grading rubric and expectations.

Resources for Students:
· Conduct informational interviews of 5 diverse members of your community and seek to understand their career choices.
· Career Test: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R1
· Career Outlook: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R2
· My Future: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R3

Resources for Teachers:
· Career and College Readiness: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R4
· Career Exploration: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R5
· Career and Academic Connections: http://tiny.cc/G12L2R8
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