Lesson Plan
“Doing Good: Catalyzing Local Impact to Make the World a Better Place”

Time Frame: 45 minutes per session; 3-5 sessions
Subjects: Current Affairs, Government & Politics, Technology, Entrepreneurship SDGs SDGs Infused: Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10); Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (SDG 16) 

Summary and Rationale:
· Some of the most pressing socio-economic problems that the world is facing today, such as rising inequality, climate change and terrorism, to name a few, require the next generation to understand and tackle these issues from a multifaceted approach.
· It is therefore imperative that students graduating from school not only develop a deep understanding of the core issues that are fueling these crises, but are also equipped with the correct mindset and skill set to create localized solutions to these challenges.
· The first step is to help the students gain a deeper understanding of their own strengths, passion and skills, which would allow them to craft a concrete path towards solving the issues that they feel the strongest about.
· It is also pertinent to instill in the students the realization that they cannot fix everything, and that progress in the real world is often defined by small, incremental steps towards a much larger goal that only comes to fruition in the long run.
· Thus, the students should be encouraged to think about novel solutions for problems that their local communities face, and how to scale the impact of these solutions.
· Teachers are encouraged to redesign the lesson in whatever way better serves the context and particular characteristics of the students in their classes.

Instructional Goals:
· To use examples from current affairs, technology, and politics to gain a deeper understanding of the most pressing issues that the world is facing.
· To develop local solutions for these problems.

Understanding Goals:
· The long-term solutions to the most pressing challenges that the world is currently facing need to be community-led, locally driven initiatives.
· These solutions holistically understand the underlying problems that the end users face, and ensure that the end result is a sustainable intervention.


· Individuals have the ability to create long-lasting and positive change in their local communities.
· However, cultivating change does not happen overnight, and is rather a long and arduous process.
· It is essential for future generations to have a deep understanding of their own strengths and weaknesses, and the causes that they are passionate about.
· By properly aligning their fortes with their interests, it is possible for youth to collaborate and build up sustainable solutions for the problems that their local communities face.

Essential Question: How can individuals create local solutions to tackle global problems?

Learning Standards:

· Ethical and Intercultural Orientation (Feeling):
· Cultivate a deep sense of compassion and empathy towards global and local crises and communities.
· Understand the linkages between individuals, local communities, and global issues at large.

· Knowledge and Skills (Thinking):
· Understand the most pressing socio-economic issues that the world is facing, as well as the underlying reasons that cause these problems.
· Recognize the unique skill set and mindset that needs to be cultivated for creating effective solutions to socio-economic challenges.
· Analyze and research solutions to socio-economic problems from the perspectives of different stakeholders, such as end users, government, third-party beneficiaries, etc.

· Agency and Empowerment (Acting): Create empowered students to create local change which contribute to a larger, global context.

Student Learning Objectives (Students will be able to understand):
· The major headlining socio-economic problems that the world is facing in today’s world are multi-faceted issues, whose underlying causes are often social, economic, and political in nature.
· Individuals have the ability to create long-lasting and positive change in their communities that contribute to a bigger picture.

Assessment: Students will be assessed on the following criteria:


· Understanding and identification of a global issue and connecting it with local realities;
· Innovative approaches towards producing solutions to global problems.

Sequence of Activities:

· Part 1 (10 minutes): Teacher asks students what the most pressing issues in today’s world are.

· Part 2 (5 minutes): Teacher draws a web of responses on the board, showing how global and local problems are interconnected.

· Part 3 (10 minutes): Teacher gives a brief lecture about the history of global crises and politics, and the current technological advancements used for alleviating global issues.
· For example, the teacher can give an example about how mobile technology is used to send immunization reminders to mothers in Kenya in order to ensure that mothers and their children are fully immunized.

· Part 4 (5 minutes): Teacher leads discussion on how the problem areas that were earlier identified by students can be tackled by technology.

· Part 5 (15 minutes): Students are divided into groups based on topics of interest (similar interests are clustered together), and they collectively come up with an innovative solution to tackle the problem.

· Part 6 (10 minutes): Each group shares what they decided.

· In the following sessions, teachers can dedicate for more time for discussion and critique, and allow students to prototype their projects.

Resources for Students:
· 80,000 Hours (Using Your Career Capital to Create Impact): http://tiny.cc/G12L5R1
· Effective Altruism and How to Effectively Analyse Issues that Need to be Addressed : http://tiny.cc/G12L5R2
· Dollar Street: http://tiny.cc/G12L5R3
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