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Create Contribution Guidelines 

The quality of a student’s contribution is more important than the length of each posting. For example, students should be expected to: 
• Solve a problem 
• Lend support 
• Challenge an idea 
• Offer some alternatives 
• Come up with a creative solution
• Ask good questions
• Assist someone in clarifying their ideas 
• Give examples from their personal experience
• Contribute solid evidence to support opinion 
• Acknowledge and affirm someone else’s ideas 
• Bring a derailing dialogue back on track 
• Ask questions when written accent impedes comprehension: “By brightens the depth, do you mean x

[image: This is a grid chart that shows ideas for how to get conversations started and continue.]

Choosing the Objective 

While keeping your learning objectives in mind, consider the online learning environment and whether you’d like to encourage varying levels of critical engagement through convergent, divergent, or evaluative thinking skills. 

Here are a few ways you can frame your discussion: 

Convergent Thinking:  begin with why, how, in what ways..

Evaluative Thinking: begin with imagine, suppose, predict, if…then…, how might, can you create, what are some possible consequences… 

Divergent Thinking: try these words or phrases: defend, judge, justify, what do you think about, what is your opinion about...  

[image: This is an image with bullet points of questions for instructors to consider multimodal ways of engagement and response for student discussions.]
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Discussions Online

Discussion boards give students a chance to connect with others and
be heard. When used effectively, discussions build a community of
care, provide meaningful student engagement, and serve as a forum for
student curiosities, interests, and motivations. Discussion boards can be
organized for two people, small groups, or the entire class. They can be
used for grading purposes, or low-stakes opportunities for learning.

Consider the following for online discussions:

Building a sense of community

+ Creating a space for expressing emotions
+ Inviting peer facilitators to moderate discussions

Conversational Language

+ Allow for conversational language to encourage students to communicate
concepts and ideas in their own words;

« Allow for diverse ways of writing and sharing (e.g., video recording, images, etc.)
and space for “written accents” (see next page).

Active Participation

+ Deciding on the length of the reply and how often
« Preparing criteria for an acceptable response (praise, criticism, suggestion)

Cognitive thinking

+ Asking genuine open-ended questions (such as Socratic questioning strategies)
+ Engaging with ideas, analysis, metacognition and opinion
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Choosing the Expectation

What will you ask your students to do? Consider all the multimodal ways of
engagement and response your students can participate in a discussion such as the
following:

« Submit a response that is 150 « Can you respond with only a
characters question?

- Submit an image that exemplifiesa  + Brainstorm all the different ways we
concept we have learned can approach this.

- Submit a video that helps advance « Please check in with an emoji of how
our discussion you are doing this week.

« Submit a poem to reflect on the « Respond with a PowerPoint
content we have learned this week presentation, YouTube video, or

. Submit a piece of music that concept map in addition to written
exemplifies a concept we have text
learned + Respond with any multimedia of your

+ What is one word you can respond choice
with to this work? « Post a video reply to help express

« What are your goals for this course/ your opinion or tell a story
this assessment? « Reply with a compliment, a comment,

+ What is an analogy/simile you can a connection, and a question.
think of to describe the concept? + Recall, ponder, and communicate on
- What is a resource you can share to the ideas of colleagues
help other students understand the ~ + Seek information and/or provide
concept? ideas through questioning on the
« What are your life experiences that chosen concept
relate to the content presented? « Introduce ideas for improvement of

+ Can you make a connection to self, the current iteration of the work

text, or the world with what you have
learned?

In asking students more personal questions/reflections, we are inviting them to be
introspective and engage in emotional recall. These can be more time-consuming,
emotionally draining, and potentially harmful for some students. Always offer
students more than one option, especially i you are asking for personal details or
stories. Students who wish to speak their personal experiences privately can select
the less invasive question.




