Lesson Plan

“The Role of Institutions in Modern Society”

Time Frame: 45 minutes
Subjects: History, Government and Politics
SDGs Infused: Reduced Inequalities (SDG 10); Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (SDG 16) 

Summary and Rationale: In this lesson, students will consider the role that institutions play in effecting societal change and affecting individual lives. In this sample, the institution the students will learn about is the national government; however, this lesson can be adjusted to address any other institution (financial institutions, universities, local or state governments, private enterprises, etc.).

Instructional Goal: To use examples from history to facilitate discussions of how individuals relate to institutions and how institutions shape societies.

Understanding Goals:
· Institutions operate with autonomy, with their own values and interest, and have a real impact on the lives of individuals.
· As a citizen, it is my duty to be aware of the factors that might influence institutional responses to changing social circumstances, and to understand my personal capacity to effect change.

Essential Question: How do institutions respond to changing societal circumstances and affect the lives of individuals?

Learning Standards:

· Ethical and Intercultural Orientation (Feeling): Cultivate an appreciation, curiosity, and respect for cultural diversity and world culture as the foundation for self-reflection, identity formation, and empathetically approaching human interaction.

· Knowledge and Skills (Thinking):
· Question the existing power structures and be aware of their place within a specific world context.
· Recognize cultural prejudice and the ability to minimize its effect.


· Analyze and research solutions to problems from the perspectives of different roles, such as consumers, businesses, scientists, policymakers, researchers, retailers, media, and development cooperation agencies, among others.

· Agency and Empowerment (Acting): Create empowered students to create change.

Student Learning Objectives (Students will be able to understand):
· Institutions operate with autonomy, with their own values and interest, and have a real impact on the lives of individuals.
· These institutional responses may or may not align with the needs and wishes of the public, and it is up to individuals to be aware/skeptical of all institutional actions.

Assessment: While there is no formal assessment for this lesson, teachers should make sure that all individuals are participating in group discussion and help to produce a final response on how they would have responded differently.

Sequence of Activities:

· Part 1 (5 minutes):
· Teacher writes the definition of an institution on the board, and students each write down as many examples of institutions as they can think of.
· Institution: A society or organization founded for a political, religious, educational, social, or similar purpose; an established organization having an important role in the life of a country.

· Part 2 (5 minutes): Teacher collects responses and writes all relevant answers on the board.

· Part 3 (10 minutes):
· Teacher gives a brief lecture on governmental response to a challenging moment in history. This can be any historical moment relevant to the school’s given cultural context.

· Part 4 (5 minutes): Teacher leads discussion on what went well with the governmental response and what could have been better.


· Part 5 (15 minutes): Teacher facilitates small group sessions of students “rewriting history.” Students work together to decide how they would approach the challenge differently.

· Part 6 (5 minutes): Each group shares what they decided.

Resources for Teachers:
· Civil Rights (Ferguson): http://tiny.cc/G12L3R2
· Global Nonviolent Action Database: http://tiny.cc/G12L3R3
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