
AGING RESEARCH COLLABORATORY SEMINAR
WITH DR. GARY MYERS

Dr. Gary Myers has a PhD in History from York University, and is a Research Associate at the Robarts Centre for Canadian Studies at York
University. Gary was born in Toronto, and has had a life-long interest in Toronto history, and has witnessed the changes in the city’s
development since the 1960's.

His research focus is on gay nostalgia in a post- gay world and the intergenerational transitions of Toronto’s Church- Wellesley Village
over the past 50 years. His oral history research project for his doctoral dissertation explored the emplaced life stories of twenty- seven
older self- identifying gay men (one who later self- identified as “two- spirits”) between the ages of 60 and 90  years old, and their
recollection of gay experiences and changes in Toronto’s Church- Wellesley Village over the span of a half- century.  

These older gay men are the first generation to be retired or retiring as “out of the closet” seniors in a world that is supposedly more
open to gay seniors’ needs. One of the questions asked in the oral history interviews was, “What do you see as contemporary LGBTQ+
seniors needs?”

Dr Myers will present some of those responses to this question to facilitate discussions about intergenerational transitions , a lost sense
of community as we age, and the reality of change over time.
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