New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title  

SOWK 5010 6.00  Introduction to Social Work Theories and Critical Practice Skills

2. Effective Date and Term

Fall 2008 

3. Calendar Course Description

This course introduces and engages students to social work theories and practice skills from a critical perspective.  Utilizing classroom and lab settings, students test personal conceptions of critical social work practice and critically examine their professional role and identity. 

4. Expanded Course Description

The purpose of this course is to support the development of students’ critical perspectives and skills within social work practice.  The course introduces students to social work practice approaches and supporting theories likely to be encountered in the field.  Through theoretical and experiential learning, students will have the opportunity to critically examine selections from a wide range of practice theories, and the ways in which related approaches and perspectives have been shaped by contemporary social work.  The course is designed to integrate theory with practice, and will make use of critical reflection and critical reflexivity in both the theoretical and practical aspects of the course.  Theories/approaches will be examined through readings and class discussions, and subsequently applied through the study of fictitious social work cases and role plays highlighting common social and material needs of vulnerable and marginalized groups. The application of selected approaches will incorporate ongoing analysis of the use of power in interpersonal communication toward the development of skilful attention, response, and reflection within intentional change processes and models.  Alternating between theory and practice in the classroom and lab settings, students will test personal conceptions of critical social work in all areas of practice and critically examine their professional role and identity. 

Objectives:

· To introduce students to the major theories and corresponding practice approaches utilized in social work

· To present theories and practice approaches from a critical perspective with the expectation that students will examine them critically for personal/professional philosophical suitability and intervention efficacy purposes

· To provide students with the opportunity to think about and practice various theoretical/practical approaches with a sensitized focus on power dynamics and how they play themselves out

· To guide students in developing a professional role and identity that will assist them in how they approach and conduct social work practice in the future

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty qualified to teach this course include Luann Good Gingrich, Saara Greene, Barbara Heron, Theresa Knott, Nick Mulé, Narda Razack, Amy Rossiter, Renita Wong. As a core course in the two-year MSW Program, this course will need to be made available to all first year students in this program on an annual basis.  
6. Evaluation

First Assignment
20%

Students compare and contrast two different intervention approaches to a case study testing their ability to theoretically differentiate between the interventions and to provide their insights on advantages and disadvantages of each from a critical perspective.

Mid-Term Assignment
30%

Students present a scripted role play demonstrating how to practice one of the interventions studied in the course, followed by a brief presentation highlighting the intervention’s theoretical underpinnings as well as a critical analysis of it.

Final Assignment
40%

This assignment is comprised of two parts: a practical and a theoretical component, with self-reflection and self-reflexivity central to both.  

Part A:  Students will conduct and video-tape an individual interview with a student peer who plays the role of the client.  (The student playing the client role will not be evaluated.)  A particular theoretical orientation or approach is to guide the interview (15%).  

Part B:  Students write a reflective essay on the development of their own professional identity, how that is demonstrated in their practice interview, how they will mediate the role of power in their relations with service recipients and what theories and practice approaches resonate with them, which do not and why (25%).

Participation
10%

Students are expected to actively participate throughout the course by making meaningful contributions from insights on readings to engaging in role plays to participating in class discussions and exercises.  Part of the student’s role in this course involves sharing their experiences of growth and development with their classmates as this in turn contributes to the learning process.
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
This course is being proposed alongside all other new first year courses in the proposed two-year MSW Program.  This course complements all other courses as it provides an introductory foundation to social work theory and practice skills, both of which are essential for graduate students to have in preparing them for the broad and diverse field of this profession.  A critical perspective places a lens on this examination to ensure accountability to social justice and equity in how social work is understood and practiced.  

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title  

SOWK 5020 3.00 Social Work from Charity to Social Transformation

2.  Effective Date and Term

Fall 2007

3.  Calendar Course Description

Students will engage in a critical/reflective study of social work history by examining social work responses to so-called 'problem populations' in the context of the changing political, economic and moral climates that have shaped social work practice in different historical conjunctures.  

4.  Expanded Course Description

The course provides an overview of social work in Canada from its charitable beginnings to its status as a helping profession not only for the poor.  This course will focus on the origins and development of social work as a profession from the early times of charity organizations and friendly visitors to contemporary movements for social change and social justice.  In following this history, particular emphasis will be placed on changing social work values and professional identities. This course integrates theory and practice through reviewing different prevailing interpretations of the production of personal and social problems that reflect shifting power constellations within Canadian society. From the moral imagination of the 19th century Social Gospel movement to the diverse therapeutic interventions of today the social production of problem populations show both change and continuity. Whether the impact of specific practice modalities is coercive, liberating or both at the same time depends on the socio-political moment in which they are applied.  

Course Objectives: 

· Trace the origin and development of social work as a profession from charity efforts to contemporary movements for social change

· Understand the historical roots of current social work practices and their impact on specific client populations in time of economic booms and busts

· Examine how different social value systems and different interpretations of social problems are reflected and shape intervention strategies

· Understand the challenge for practitioners of reconciling their clients rights to self-determination with the coercive mandate of many social agencies

5.  Faculty Resources

Faculty who are qualified to teach this course:  Dr. Hugh Shewell, Dr. Stephanie Baker Collins, Dr. Luann Good Gingrich, Dr. Karen Swift, Dr. Wendy McKeen.

6.  Evaluation

Class Participation - 10%

Class participation includes readings, attendance and active participation in class discussions and debates

Review and Presentation of a Reading - 20%

Students select a course reading and prepare a brief class presentation (10-15 minutes) in which the reading is summarized and critiqued. A written form of the presentation of not more than 2 pages is to be shared with other students. The presenter is to lead the class discussion and to raise question to engage other students. 

Social Issue/Program/Service  Paper - 70%

Maximum length: 15 pages plus references

A final research paper is required that analyzes the treatment/intervention of a social program/service from its historical roots to the present.  The expectation is that this policy paper is premised on a specific practice paradigm that has changed over time.  

Evaluation criteria: clarity and organization, ability to integrate theoretical perspective with the challenges of  the reality of practice, to be able to draw appropriately and critically upon the relevant literature, recommendations consistent with the analysis presented.
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8. Resources

See library statement

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale

This course is a new first year course in the proposed two-year MSW program.  This course provides a foundational introduction for students to social work as a profession by examining social work from an historical perspective. Students will also be introduced to a critical and reflective perspective by examining changing social work responses and changing professional identities in response to historical developments.  Students will also understand the contextual setting of the profession.  

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title  

SOWK 5030 3.00 Oppression and Intersectionality
2. Effective Date and Term

Fall 2007

3. Calendar Course Description
This course examines the interlocking nature of oppression, including colonial and state oppression of Aboriginal people. Questions of identity, subjectivity, and representation will be examined to move toward understanding practices of resistance and transformation.

4. Expanded Course Description
This course examines social constructions of race, class, sexuality, ability, and gender relations. It focuses on how positions of oppression and privilege are created, enforced, and intersect. Class material and readings illustrate how power relations are constituted through language, the media, the gendered and racialized body, poverty, and sexual relations. Students are especially encouraged to challenge their unacknowledged assumptions and comfortable thinking of the dynamics of oppression. The course will be taught from an anti-racist, anti-colonialist, and anti-oppressive perspective by drawing upon such theories that explore the various sources of oppression. The interlocking nature of oppression will be the focus together with critical analyses of how power and privilege are systemic and endemic in society.  Issues of domination and subordination of various groups will be explored in the context of globalization, late capitalism, neo-colonialism, whiteness and privilege. The historical relationship of aboriginal peoples in Canada is also considered within the framework of colonial and state oppression. Emphasis in this course will be placed on the systemic arrangements that create and perpetuate the exploitation and domination of segments of the population differentiated by social locations of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, ability, and other relations of difference. Through research and practice issues, questions of identity, subjectivity, and representation will be highlighted to move toward understanding practices of resistance and transformation. 

Course Objectives:

· To introduce some key features and debates of shifting political, economic and social contexts that create oppression and help to shape social  work practice

· To recognize and discuss the role of power in race and oppression

· To identify and de-construct race, class, ethnic, sexuality, and gender stereotypes

· To discuss how gender, racial, sexuality, and class oppressions manifest in both institutional and interpersonal relations

· To hypothesize strategies for resisting and dismantling oppression

· To reflect on your own location within the web of power relations

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty likely to teach this course include Uzo Anucha, Barbara Heron, Atsulo Matsuoka, Anne O'Connell, Narda Razack and Renita Wong. The course will be offered once annually.

6. Evaluation

The course evaluation will be based on the following assignments: 

Assignment 1 - 20%: Weekly participation in this course is crucial.  Students will be grouped to conduct one session of the course for the first six weeks. Guidelines will be distributed and discussed at the beginning of the course. 

Assignment 2 – 20%: This paper is due in Week Seven and is based on a 6-8 page analysis of two theories / methods that relate to oppression and intersectionality.  

Assignment 3 – 60%: A final paper worth 60% is due on Week 12. It will be a 20-page analytical paper of a current issue relating to oppression. The paper will include the methodology/theory in Assignment 2 and students must incorporate practice perspectives. 
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
Please see the attached statement from the library. 

9. Integrated Courses

This is not an integrated course

10. Crosslisted Courses

This course will not be cross-listed.

11. Rationale
This course complements existing courses in the curriculum for the two year masters of social work and also the current graduate program in social work. Our philosophy of critical social work, social justice and equity demand that we attend to the dynamics of oppression that exist in society. 

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title  

SOWK 5040 3.00 Social Welfare and Social Policy  

2.  Effective Date and Term

Fall 2007

3.  Calendar Course Description

Students will gain a critical understanding of Canadian social policy and social welfare as shaped by economic, social, political, and globalization forces.  Students will understand the social policy impact on social work practice and develop policy analysis and advocacy skills.

4.  Expanded Course Description

This course will provide an overview of social policies in Canada in the light of shifting perspectives on social welfare. Students will gain a greater understanding of the economic, social, political and environmental forces that have an impact on social policies, including the forces of globalization.  Students will gain a critical understanding of current social policies and their impact on social work practice.  They will understand how personal troubles are embedded in social structures.  Students will understand how the social location of poverty and other forms of  marginalization affects access to services.  Students will develop skills in analyzing social policy choices so as to impact the development of policy.    

Course Objectives: 

· Understand how different social welfare value perspectives shape the analysis of social problems and policy responses

· Develop an understanding of the political, economic, and social context of policy-making in Canada

· Understand the challenge to the welfare state of reconciling equality with recognition in a pluralist Canada

· Examine the intersection of social policy implementation and social work

· Explore advocacy strategies in working for social change

5.  Faculty Resources

Faculty who are qualified to teach this course:  Dr. Hugh Shewell, Dr. Stephanie Baker Collins, Dr. Luann Good Gingrich, Dr. Karen Swift, Dr. Wendy McKeen, Dr. Ann Curry-Stevens, Dr. Uzo Anucha.

6.  Evaluation

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Class Participation - 10%
Class participation includes class preparation via the course readings, attendance and constructive participation.

Review and Presentation of a Reading - 15%
Each student will select one of the course readings and prepare a brief class presentation (10-15 minutes) in which this reading is summarized and critiqued.  In addition to a verbal presentation, students will prepare a one to two page outline for the class which gives a brief summary of the main themes in the reading, an evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments, and the identification of some questions you are left with after the reading.  (The outline can be in point form.)  These presentations will take place throughout the term.  

Perspectives Paper - 25%
6-8 pages in length, 

The purpose of this assignment is to deepen our understanding of how the definition of social problems shapes policy responses.  In completing this paper the following tasks should be undertaken: 

· Define a social welfare issue (amenable to policy intervention)

· Select a theoretical perspective (e.g., individual, institutional, structural, feminist) of your choice and provide an explanation why the state might respond to this issue, and what aims it would be pursuing in its response 

· Discuss what you would want to know (related to why it is a problem warranting a social policy response) to develop a policy response to this problem

· Incorporate relevant material from class readings in your analysis

Evaluation criteria: clarity of issue definition, ability to identify and formulate theoretical perspective, application of theory in terms of social welfare aims, use of class reading material, and style (organization, grammar, selective use of quotes, referencing).   

Social Policy/Program Paper - 50%
Maximum length: 16 pages plus references

A final research paper is required that analyzes a social policy or social program.  The expectation is that this policy paper will build on the perspectives paper.  The paper should address the following components: 

Problem definition/perspective:  

What is the problem to which the policy or program is responding?  What evidence is available from secondary sources about the scale of this problem or need?  

Current responses/adequacies/controversies

What is the current response to the problem and what values are reflected in this response? What are the merits and shortcomings in current responses? What are the current issues or controversies regarding the program or policy?

Policy environment

What are the key social, political and economic factors that influence the current form of the policy or program? 

Assessment/recommendations

Given the theoretical perspective you have chosen, what recommendations would you make for change?  (It can be helpful to distinguish between short term and long term changes.)  What arguments might be used to persuade stakeholders to support these changes?  What are the implications of your analysis for social work?  

Evaluation criteria: clarity and organization, ability to apply theoretical perspective, ability to use evidence in defining the social problem, articulation of a thoughtfully developed analysis, draws appropriately and critically upon the relevant literature, ability to develop recommendations consistent with issues identified in the paper, and style. 
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8. Resources

See library statement

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale

Social work practice is shaped significantly by social policies which both define and respond to social problems and issues.  It is important for social work students to understand how policy is developed, its political, economic and global roots and its impact on social work practice.  In addition, as social work practitioners, it will be important for students to be able to analyze policy and to engage in action for social change and social justice.

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title  

SOWK 5050 3.00 Understanding Organizations for Social Work Practice

2. Effective Date and Term
Summer, 2008

3. Calendar Course Description 

A foundation is provided in the organizational structures of governmental, non-government and community agencies serving vulnerable populations. Students will understand organizational, managerial structures as well as the exercise of power and control and develop skills to effect change.

4. Expanded Course Description

This course provides a foundation for social work practice in organizations with a focus on community-based agencies.  The organizational and managerial structures of agencies, processes and administrative practices will be explored.  The course will move from an understanding of organizational structures in governmental and non-governmental settings to an understanding of agencies serving and organizing with local communities including vulnerable populations. The exercise of power and social control will be understood as they function within organizations and communities.  Skills and techniques will be introduced that help to effect change, solve problems, and enhance the functioning of organizations. The course objectives are:

· To provide students with a grounding in basic elements of organizational functioning 

· To provide students with a critical perspective on organizations, including discussions of race, class, gender, age, (dis)abilities, gender identity and sexual diversity and power 

· To increase students' understanding of the impacts of organizations on social work practice 

· To analyze organizational forms in relation to the way specific forms constrain or advance empowerment and social justice goals 

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty who are qualified to teach this course:  Dr. Nick Mule, Dr. Theresa Knott, Dr. Ann Curry-Stevens, Dr. Susan McGrath, Dr. Karen Swift, Dr. Brigitte Kitchen

6. Evaluation

· Participation:  10%

· Assignment One:  Reflective Paper – 20%

The purpose of this paper is for the student to make a personal critical connection between themselves and an organization with which they had a helping role (e.g. board member, union member, manager, employee, service recipient, student, volunteer).  Incorporated into the paper should be how the student saw the organization functioning, what role they played within the organization’s structure and how they contributed to how it functioned.  In addition to their organizational identity, the student is encouraged to discuss their social identity (age, gender, race, ethnicity, native status, gender identity, sexual orientation, abilities, faith, etc.) with regard to systemic issues of power.  References to course text and readings using proper essay format is expected.  This paper should be three to five  pages in length

· Assignment Two:  Case Study Presentation - 30%

Students will select and analyze an organization based on the following criteria:

· Apply organizational theory to an analysis of organizational mandate, mission/vision statements, chart, funding

· Describe staff, populations served, membership, beneficiaries, catchment area, community relations

· Policies, guidelines and procedures that facilitate and/or constrain fulfilment of the organizational mandate

· Impact of the organization on both service users and staff

· Systemic structural critique of organization’s ability to effect social transformation internally as well as externally

They will share this analysis in a class presentation.

· Assignment Three:  Paper – 40%

Using the organizational scenario that is provided, students are to assess the organization on equity and diversity issues and develop an action plan to remedy the situation. Students are expected to apply the literature covered in course readings and the supplemental concepts that have been presented and discussed in class lectures. Length – 8 pages 
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8. Resources

See library statement

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale

This course is a new first year course in the proposed two-year MSW program. Social work practice takes place in agency settings.  It is essential for students to understand organizational structure and behaviour and to be able to critically reflect on the use of organizational power in social work practice. 

New Course Proposal

1.
Course Number and Title

SOWK 5908 3.0 Social Work Professional Development Skills

2.
Effective Date and Term

Fall 2007 

3.
Calendar Course Description

This course will give students an opportunity to critically and reflectively examine ‘professional’ aspects of social work in the areas of writing, direct practice and formal interactions towards the honing of their own personal/professional identity as future social workers.

4.   Expanded Course Description

Over the last century plus, social work has established itself as one of the helping professions and as such functions via a number of skills in ensuring standards of service provision designed to provide accountability based on ethical responsibilities.  Just as the human beings whom we seek to help are fluid and developmental in their lives, so too are the professional skills required in the field of social work to be effectively responsive. As such the concept of ‘profession’ will be deconstructed from a critical perspective regarding how it relates to social work and students will learn a series of professional development skills that will assist them in their future practice as social workers.  Encompassed will be writing skills (letters, e-mails, memos, funding applications, newsletter articles, reports), direct practice skills (assessments, case notes, case reports/presentations, community resources, referrals) and formal interactions (chairing/participating in meetings, professional collaborations, agency representation in educational, legal and social environments, networking, advocacy initiatives).  Through interactive discussions and experiential learning students will learn the professional roles and responsibilities associated with the discipline.  Students will be encouraged to undertake a reflective approach to the development and honing of their own personal/professional development process.

Objectives:

· To develop an understanding of social work as a professional discipline from a critical perspective

· To begin to think about and develop a personal/professional identity that can be honed in the field practicum and in the student’s future career

· To learn, discuss, debate and practice a series of professional development skills relevant to the field of social work

5. Faculty Resources

Faculty who are qualified to teach this course:  Saara Greene, Theresa Knott, Nick Mulé, and Ann Curry-Stevens. 

6. Evaluation

1st Assignment:  
15%

This assignment will have the student exercise computer and written skills.  The assignment involves writing a pointed and concise letter in response to a scenario using standard letter formatting that has a professional appearance.  

Group Presentations:  
35%

This assignment gives students the opportunity to practice public presentations and participating in a meeting being run using a particular model.  A group of students will present the basics of a specific model on how to run a meeting, before role playing the meeting based on an assigned scenario.  From there the students will engage their classmates in a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of such a model from various perspectives.  

Final Assignment:  
40%

Part A:  Students will write a formalized ‘report’ that can be a funding application, research report, case report or meeting minutes.  The report is to be standardized in format with a professional presentation (25%).  

Part B:  Students will reflect on their developing professional identity, critically integrating material from the course, looking at what impact this currently has on them personally and what implications the student hopes this will have on their practice in the future (15%).  

Participation:  

10%
Students will be evaluated on their class participation encompassing full class attendance, demonstrated knowledge of assigned readings and active meaningful involvement in class discussions and exercises.

7. Bibliography
As an elective course with a strongly experiential focus on teaching and learning social work professional development skills, readings for this course will focus on the course text only and discussions of it.  The majority of class and homework time will focus on reflective and reflexive skill development exercises that will encourage students to think about and devise a personal/professional identity and practice approach.

Course Text:

Valentino, L. (2004). Handle with Care: Communicating in the Human Services Field in Canada. (3rd Edition). Toronto: Thomson/Nelson.

8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
This course is being proposed alongside all other new first year courses in the proposed two-year MSW Program.  It is important that students be offered a course that gives them the experiential opportunity to critically explore social work as a professional discipline and practice essential skills in their preparation to become future social work practitioners.  This elective course will be of great value to those students that have limited experience in formal social work both academically and in practice as it will expose them to the roles and responsibilities of the discipline and prepare them to engage in ethical, accountable practice. 

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title
SOWK 5930 3.00 Critical International Social Work

2. Effective Date and Term

Fall 2008

3. Calendar Course Description
This course provides advanced contexts to critically examine international issues from local and global perspectives. It focuses on analyses of race, space, identity, nationalism and professional imperialism in the current context of globalization, development and international social work. 

4. Expanded Course Description

This course examines the historical and current contexts of international social issues and the mutually reinforcing relationship between the local and global. As such, the course will critically explore the economic, political, social and cultural dimensions of globalization and the upheavals they produce for nations and people. Examples of contemporary upheavals that have implications for international social work and its social justice and anti-oppressive mandate include disaster relief/humanitarian aid, torture and terrorism, human trafficking, and increased dislocation or forced migration of people. Contemporary issues will be debated within the contexts of professional imperialism, hegemony, imperialism, spatiality, gender and racism to incorporate understandings of colonization and postcoloniality into the current discourse of international social work. The major part of the course focuses on global social issues in local context with particular attention to social work roles in social work and social development. The impact of global interdependence and development frameworks on local problems and solutions is examined. Specific models of intervention, seen as more compatible with social work’s commitment to social justice and anti-oppression will also be examined in response to some of these contemporary social issues. Alternative models including social development, human rights, partnership/cooperation and indigenization, as well as the work of international NGOs and social movements will be introduced.  In addition, the course will also raise critical questions about social work’s past and present ability to address the growing challenges of an increasingly complex, integrated and internationally interdependent world. Power dynamics in the context of helping, and the importance of critical consciousness within one's role as a practitioner and facilitator in local and global arenas are examined. 

Course Objectives

1. To develop an understanding of the meaning and impact of globalization, colonization and imperialism on the well-being, rights and relations of nations, communities, and individuals;

2. To increase awareness about the international dimensions of social work/social welfare and connections between the local and global;

3. To increase knowledge about some contemporary international issues and their implications for social work/social welfare;

4. To incorporate theoretical perspectives of race, space, nation and citizenship into the current discourse of international social work

5. To develop greater awareness about the possibilities and limitations of alternative models and intervention strategies;

6. To clarify personal and political interests in international social work/social welfare.

7. To look at competing perspectives on globalization 

8. To examine the application of social work knowledge in the context of issues in international practice

9. To increase students’ knowledge of the functions and contributions of social work in various countries around the world.

10. To look at how the local effects of globalization in the form of economic restructuring have contributed to the changing character of the state

5. Faculty Resources
All faculty members are qualified to teach this course. Current faculty who will teach this course are: Barbara Heron, Renita Wong, Uzo Anucha, Narda Razack. This course will be offered annually and will be mandatory for students wishing to conduct an international placement.

6. Evaluation
1. Assigned Topic Presentation
10%
At the end of the first class, students will form into groups and present on two of the assigned weekly readings listed in the first half of the course outline and facilitate class discussions based on those readings.  Each class will begin with small group discussions based on the assigned readings.  Students responsible for particular readings will prepare four questions (one for each small group) to engage other students in thoughtful discussions in light of the topic and focus of that particular class.  A brief presentation of their own reflections and analyses of the selected articles will then be provided.  Students are encouraged to make the presentation lively and challenging. Prepared questions and points of reflection/analysis will be submitted to the professor at the end of class.

2. Group Presentation

40%

During the first few weeks of class, students will form into presentation groups around the contemporary international social issues.  Students will research, visit if possible an organization related to their topic and/or conduct interview(s) where feasible. The presentation will be 60 minutes and audio visual aids are encouraged for creativity and broader scope. The presentation should include:

· The contemporary nature of the social issue/case study, its scope and importance, and its historical context;

· The local and global connections/manifestations/implications that are evident;

· Theoretical perspectives that inform the international issue e.g. anti-oppression, critical race, spatial theories.

· Relevant links between the issue/case and social work/social welfare;

· Models of appropriate and inappropriate interventions and desired outcomes (local and global); 

· What others and we can do at a practical and immediate level to promote greater engagement and awareness.

· Implications for international social work discourse and practice

3. Term Paper

40%

Students will write a reflective and insightful research paper based on an international issue or organization that interests you or one that you would like to work with.  Please provide a rationale for this interest and explain your own position on some of the relevant debates and themes raised in the course. This is also an opportunity for you to do some critical self-reflection in relation to your interests, motivation, knowledge, skills and your location as an “insider”, “outsider” or “outsider-within” with respect to the issue or organization you have selected.  

4. Participation 

10%

This grade includes:

· attendance, 

· participation in group exercises and 

· participation in large class discussion

· completing the assigned readings for informed analyses and questions  
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Global standards for social work document. 

Ethics document

Web Sites:

http://www.developmentinpractice.org/index.htm (Development in Peace)

http://www.foodfirst.org/ (Food First)

http://www.newint.org/issue365/adjust.htm (New Internationalist)

http://www.newint.org/issue376/keynote.htm
http://www.newint.org/issue381/keynote.htm  

http://www.fmreview.org/ (Forced Migration Review)

http://www.ifsw.org/Publications/4.10,pub.html (International Federations of Social Work)

http://www.hri.ca/hrdevelopment/chapter5/index.html (Human Rights International)

http://www.hri.ca/hrdevelopment/chapter2/index.html
http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html (United Nations)

http://www.unhcr.ch/ (United Nations High Commission for Refugees)

http://www.web.net/~ccr/fronteng.htm (Canadian Council for Refugees)

http://www.ccvt.org/ (Canadian Centre for Victims of Torture)

http://www.policyalternatives.ca (Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives)

http://www.amnesty.org (Amnesty International)

http://www.canadahaitiaction.ca/ (Canada Haiti Action Network)

http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/ (Doctors Without Borders)

http://www.oxfam.org/ (Oxfam International)

http://www.humantrafficking.com/ (Human Trafficking - Polaris)

http://cida-acdi.ca/ (CIDA)

http://nsi-ins.ca/ (North-South Institute)

ACJNet – Access to Justice Network  http://www.acjnet.org

Amnesty International

http://www.amnesty.org/

Canadian Human Rights Reporter 

http://www.cdn-hr-reporter.ca/

Canadian Human Rights Reporter                           

http://www.cdn-hr-reporter.ca/

Can. institute for the advancement of women

http://www.criaw-icref.ca

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network

http://www.aidslaw.ca/ 

Derechos Human Rights

http://www.derechos.org/

Human Rights Internet

http://www.hri.ca/welcome.asp

Human Rights Web

http://www.hrweb.org/

Human Rights Watch

http://www.hrw.org/

Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights http://www.unhchr.ch/map.htm

Supreme Court of Canada

http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca

United Nations Human Rights Home Page

http://www.un.org/rights/

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html

Women’s Human Rights Resources

http://www.law-lib.utoronto.ca/diana/

Minority Rights Group — http://www.minorityrights.org

Derechos — Minority Rights Links http://w

ww.derechos.net/lmks/issues/minority.html

Indigenous Peoples' Links — http://www. derechos.net/links/issues/indig.html

Aboriginal Links International — http://www.bloorstreet.com/300block/

aborntl.htni

Indigenous Peoples' Center for Documentation, Research and Information

http://www.docip.org/

Minority Rights Group International — http://www.rninorityrights.org/

8. Resources 
See library statement. 

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A 

11. Rationale

This course is new to the graduate program in social work. One of our current electives is titled “globalization and Social Welfare” and, as the topic suggests, the focus is on a global perspective on social welfare. Critical International Social Work will focus on the discourse of internationalism, globalization with special focus on the historical and current complexities inherent in local and global analyses, including nationality, racism and citizenship.

