New Course Proposal

1. Course number and Title

SOWK 7000 3.00 Social Work and Social Justice

2. Effective Date and Term

Fall, 2008

3. Calendar Course Description

This course explores social justice in the context of social work theory and practice by examining the relations between redistribution and recognition.  The impact on social work perspectives of theories of social justice that analytically integrate material relations and identity politics is considered.

4. Expanded Course Description
This course explores the relation of contemporary social work theory and practice to social justice. Following the apparent “triumph” of liberal democracy over socialism, the rise of postmodernism with its doubts about non-contingent foundations and the advent of new social movements demanding recognition, rights and equality for oppressed groups, progressive social work has been faced with a dilemma about its own understanding of social justice. Social work has retained its commitments to redistribution as redress for the inequities that necessitate social work. Anti-oppressive social work has sought to reinvent a social work capable of addressing issues of recognition by identifying marginalization and discrimination. The challenges of analytic dialogue between redistribution and recognition take place as contemporary power has shifted to neoliberalism in more repressive forms.  In view of new modes of power, analyses of the historically grounded, materially based and interlocking dynamics of oppression are considered. Students’ research interests form the basis for exploration of the local and immediate implications for social work theory and practice based in social justice. 

The course objectives are to 1) consider the impact of neoliberalism’s changing forms of power on social work theory and practice; 2) theorize the interlocking dynamics of oppression as historically grounded and materially based conceptions of how oppressions operate to constitute and reproduce one another; 3) interrogate personal, political, theoretical and practical investments in debates expressing a separation between redistribution and recognition, and 4) encourage analysis of students’ own research areas as sites of both recognition and redistribution.

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty members likely to teach this course are: Amy Rossiter, Renita Wong, Karen Swift, Luann Good-Gingerich, Stephanie Baker-Collins, Hugh Shewell, Barbara Heron, Narda Razack, Susan McGrath, Brigitte Kitchen.

6. Evaluation

Students will be required to conduct a seminar on the relationship between a specific social work issue and concepts of social justice under study in the course.  Worth 30% of the final mark.

Students will complete a final paper (25 pages) which provides a literature review and a critical appraisal of perspectives on social justice related to their social work practice interests. It is expected that the paper will assess the possibilities and disparities of attempting to integrate a social justice perspective in local and immediate practice settings.  Worth 70% of the final mark.
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)

See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses

N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
This is a core (required) course for the proposed Ph.D. in Social Work, and serves as an introduction to the program’s focus on social justice and critical perspectives in social work. It is designed to introduce students to the dynamic relations between social work and social justice and it thus aims to create an analytic foundation that is consistent with the School of Social Work’s mission statement.  The current state of separation of domains of social justice in terms of class and identity in critical social work theory and practice is challenged, and students will consider the merits of integrating analyses of economic injustice with studies of identity politics in light of their own research interests.  Students are asked to explore the opportunities and dangers of frameworks of social justice which might act as a site of unity for the profession of social work. The course introduces students to a variety of interdisciplinary sources and assesses their relevance to contemporary social work.  Drawing from students’ professional and research interests enables the possibilities of social work as social justice to be explored at the level of theory and practice in the current contexts of professional social work. 

New Course Proposal

1.
Course Number and Title
SOWK 7010 3.00 Epistemology

2.
Effective Date and Term

Fall 2007

3.
Calendar Course Description
This course offers critical perspectives on the knowledge bases that inform and challenge social work today. Foundational philosophical approaches from the era of the Enlightenment to today, and various critical responses are covered, and their implications for social work considered.

4.
Expanded Course Description
This course offers critical perspectives on the knowledge bases that inform and challenge social work today. Epistemology, or the study of knowledge, concerns what is known and how it may come to be known by individual persons: themes that are foundational to the organization of social work knowledge and practice. Beginning with the Enlightenment underpinnings of modernity and its relationship to individualism, capitalism, the colonial project and today’s prevailing (Eurocentric, rationalist) understandings of the world, critical philosophical responses are examined. These include critiques of the dominance of positivism, and Marxist, feminist, postmodernist, critical race, postcolonial, and indigenous knowledge perspectives. Each of these paradigms not only interrogates what is known, but also offers an analysis of the processes by which we come to know what we know. The implications of both of these are considered in relation to social work theory and practice.

Objectives include:

1. To provide students with a historicized overview of the origins of modernist and critical epistemological formations that shape social work in Canada.

2. To enable students to further extend and challenge their own critical thinking about the relationships between knowledge and social work.

3. To deepen students’ self-reflection about their own investments in particular ways of knowing.

4. To provide students with a philosophical foundation for the development of their research question.

5.
Faculty Resources
The course will be team-taught, with one faculty member taking overall responsibility for coordinating the course. This person will lead the first four seminars, with other faculty taking on the lead role in each of the subsequent weeks, to facilitate the discussion of the critical paradigms that the course covers. Faculty who could coordinate the course include: Barbara Heron, Amy Rossiter, Hugh Shewell, Karen Swift, and Renita Wong.

6.
Evaluation
The course will be run as a seminar. As such, student preparation and participation on a weekly basis is important, and will count for 10% of the grade.

Students will each take responsibility for facilitating two discussions. The first discussion will focus on the implications of the dominant modernist paradigm for social work. Students may choose any aspect of social work practice with which they are familiar. They will be expected to present a brief written case study as a basis for the seminar discussion, and to support other students to deepen their analysis of how dominant epistemological assumptions are operating in the case study. The second seminar discussion that each student will lead will be based on one reading from the critical philosophical responses to the dominant modernist paradigm examined in the first part of the course. This will involve selecting challenging sections of text for the seminar to focus on and preparing questions in advance to structure the discussion. Each facilitated seminar discussion will be worth 10%, for a total of 20% of the grade.   

Students will be required to write a 25 page paper that will examine a particular critical epistemological approach, and elaborate on its implications for the practice of social work as they have experienced it. Students will be expected to self-reflectively discuss why they have selected the approach that they have and to suggest how it may be important their future research in the doctoral program. The value of the paper is 70% of the grade.
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8.
Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement. 
9.
Integrated Courses

N/A

10.
Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11.
Rationale
This is a core (required) course for the proposed Ph.D. in Social Work. Students will normally enter the Ph.D. program in social work following a number of years of practice in the field. Students will also be coming from different Master of Social Work programs. Not only do M.S.W. programs vary in their pedagogy, but they are professional programs geared to prepare students for practice. In light of this, and in recognition that graduate studies may be some years in the past for many students, this course is conceptualized as providing a broad theoretical base that students will be able to draw on throughout their doctoral studies and that will support them in conceptualizing their research. The course will enable students to deeply interrogate the social construction of knowledge which is so vital to all aspects of social work. The course introduces students to the dominant (rationalist, modernist) paradigm as precisely that: a paradigm, and one that is traceable to and still productive of the values of the Enlightenment with its focus on the ‘freely-choosing’ individual, its enabling relationship to capitalism and imperialism, and its implicit Eurocentrism. Students will be expected to analyze how these aspects are operative in much of social work practice at the community and individual levels, and in shaping social policy in Canada today. In keeping with the critical approach of the School of Social Work, students will then be introduced to critiques of and alternatives to the dominant epistemological paradigm, and their relevance to social work practice. The course will, thus, afford students a structured opportunity to consider the issues and choices inherent in different epistemological approaches and the implications for social work, and to begin to clarify for themselves the approach(es) they wish to draw from in their research. The course both contributes to and is supported by the other required courses in the doctoral program.

New Course Proposal

1 Course Number and Title:

SOWK 7020 3.00 Seminar on Research Design and Methodology

2. Effective Date and Term:

Fall, 2008

3. Calendar Course Description:

This course will examine a wide range of research designs and methodologies which are appropriate for answering social work questions.  Both quantitative and qualitative designs will be examined.  Emphasis will be placed on examining research questions relevant to social work and selecting appropriate methods for answering these questions.  
4. Expanded Course Description:
This course will examine a wide range of research designs and methodologies which are appropriate for answering social work questions.  Both quantitative and qualitative designs will be examined.  Emphasis will be placed on examining research questions relevant to social work and selecting appropriate methods for answering these questions.  The course will also explore the underlying values of various philosophical approaches to research and relationships between these philosophies and various methodologies.  The course has two primary objectives:  First, to provide students with n understanding of a wide variety of quantitative and qualitative research designs and to develop a critical understanding of the strengths and limitations of various methods.  Second, to provide students with a solid foundation of knowledge about research design to that they will be able to make an informed choice when selecting methodologies appropriate to their own research questions.

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty likely to teach this course are: Theresa Knott, Renita Wong, Karen Swift, Nick Mule, Stephanie Baker-Collins, and Grant Macdonald.

6. Evaluation
[forthcoming]
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
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9. Integrated Courses
N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale

[forthcoming]

New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title:

SOWK 7030 3.00 Quantitative and Qualitative Data Analysis

2. Effective Date and Term:

Fall, 2008

3. Calendar Course Description:

This course is designed to develop and enhance students’ skills in the analysis and interpretation of both quantitative and qualitative data.  Emphasis will be placed on issues and techniques of data analysis and interpretation.
4. Expanded Course Description:
This course is designed to develop and enhance students’ skills in the analysis and interpretation of both quantitative and qualitative data.  Emphasis will be placed on issues and techniques of data analysis and interpretation.  The course is designed to prepare students for the analysis of a range of research projects, including their dissertation research.  Students will have an opportunity to use computer programs designed for quantitative and qualitative data analysis. Students will be required to select an existing data set for analysis, such as selected portions of census data or an interview transcript.

The course has two primary objectives: first, to help students develop skills in the analysis and interpretation of quantitative and qualitative data using data analysis software where appropriate; and second, to help students understand the appropriateness of different data analysis techniques and interpretation methods.

5. Faculty Resources
Faculty likely to teach this course are Theresa Knott, Renita Wong and Grant Macdonald.

6. Evaluation
[forthcoming]
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses
N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
[forthcoming]
New Course Proposal

1. Course number and title:  

SOWK 7040 3.00 Doctoral Seminar


2. Effective Date and Term:  

Fall, 2008

3. Calendar course description:

The course is a required seminar designed to support doctoral students in developing a dissertation proposal.  It is open to students who have completed their required core courses and electives.  

4. Expanded Course Description:

Students taking this course have completed all required courses and most will have also completed their comprehensive requirements as well.  They are expected to bring to this seminar a well developed idea of their dissertation research and substantial reading and resources to support their ideas.  This course will support students through the process of developing a sound research question, integrating relevant theory into their topic area, outlining a literature review to support the research question, choosing and planning an appropriate research methodology to pursue an original study, considering ethical concerns relevant to the proposed study and developing a writing style appropriate to the formal proposal format.

5. Faculty resources:

All members of the social work faculty who are members of the Faculty of Graduate Studies are able to teach this course.

6. Evaluation:

Students will be expected to submit a draft of the proposal, including submissions for ethical review, for evaluation by the course instructor.  This course will be rated on a pass/fail basis.  Comments from the course instructor will be used to assist the student in completing a final draft of a proposal, to be submitted within 60 days (Model A) or five months (Model B) to the student’s Supervisory Committee.

7. Bibliography: 
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses
N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
[forthcoming]
New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title:

SOWK 7100 3.00 Social Work’s Journey from Classical Liberalism to Neo-liberalism

2. Effective Date and Term:

Fall, 2008

3. Calendar Course Description
The course provides a searching reassessment of defining moments in the history of Canadian social work. Dominant social philosophies and social work practice modalities are extrapolated to discover why poverty and marginalization are still the main social problems.

4. Expanded Course Description

Social work traces its historical roots to the devastation and misery of large sections of society that accompanied the Industrial Revolution and the development of free market economies. This course challenges the idea of social work as a formal response to the individualizing of social issues reinforced by actions of government, reflecting the precepts of classical liberalism. Using historical material the course illustrates how 19th century dominant forms of mutual aid and working-class struggles for political, economic and social rights inspired by socialist thinking led to the emergence the Keynesian welfare state. With the globalization of the world economies widely considered to mark the triumph of capitalism and the surge of neo-liberalism over the last three decades that have dislocated millions of people across the globe, social work is increasingly challenged to align itself in solidarity with the increasingly racialized marginal and disenfranchised sections of society against the neo-liberal agenda of corporate interests. Thus, the question posed in this course is can social work transcend the legacy of the complex, unresolved, political , economic, cultural, colonial  and social issues and problems of both the Keynesian and the neo-liberal welfare state with its profound contradictions and perplexing paradoxes? 

5. Faculty Resources

Professors Brigitte Kitchen, Karen Swift, Hugh Shewell, Stephanie Baker-Collins and Ann O’ Connell can teach this course. 
6. Evaluation

Students are expected to write a major research paper on the impact of the liberal-capitalist theories and their impact on social work practice. From a critical examination of these theories, moving beyond the roles in which dominant forces in society have cast them, the paper is to develop an agenda for transformative action.

The assignment consists of 3 parts:

1. Outline of proposed paper

2. Presentation of proposal in class

3. Final Paper 
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses
N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
[forthcoming]
New Course Proposal

1. Course Number and Title

SOWK 7110 3.00 Pedagogical Reflections on Social Work Practice

2. Effective Date and Term

Fall, 2008
3. Calendar Course Description

The practice of doctoral teaching in social work has a rich history of theory and an extensive breadth of research knowledge.  This course integrates these bodies of literature and encourages students to utilize concepts evident in theory to engage in continuous critical reflection of their teaching practice.  

The professional practice of social workers is influenced by the experience of learning during undergraduate and graduate social work education.  This course, Pedagogical Reflections on Social Work Practice, will prepare doctoral students to act as effective university instructors and will encourage the development of knowledge and skills for teaching critical social work.  

Academic teaching is influenced by various pedagogical approaches to educational practice.  This course will engage doctoral students in an exercise of articulating one’s educational philosophy, and situating the self in the context of pedagogical approaches to teaching practice.

The role of the anti-racist social work educator extends beyond facilitating practice learning, and aims to teach for social change. Curriculum reading will examine theoretical literature that focuses on strategies to “de-colonize” the classroom by challenging privilege and posing questions such as “who gets to speak,” “whose voice is heard.” Negotiating systemic oppression in an academic context requires that instructor and student reflect on the influence of marginalization on teaching and learning.  Adopting a critical pedagogical approach, this course aims to prepare doctoral students for both the practical elements of university instruction in social work while encouraging academics to become leaders in social transformation.

4. Expanded Course Description 

Goals/Objectives:
· Development of teaching skills within the context of critical social work education

· Emphasis on reflexive teaching practice

· Understanding the essentials in curriculum development

· Exposure to various pedagogical theory regarding adult education and application to teaching style

· Engagement with students across the Diaspora

· Decolonizing the classroom: Examination of power dynamics inherent in the faculty/student relationship

· Situating the practice of teaching within the framework of the multiple demands of an academic setting

5. Faculty Resources

[forthcoming]

6. Evaluation 

Modules

· Pedagogical approaches to adult education

· Anti-racist social work education

· Becoming a reflective instructor

· Technical aspects of teaching

· Teaching technique

· Academic career guide

Assignment #1:

Course outline

Due date: TBA

Weight: 10%

Develop a mock course outline that includes the following components:


Rationale and significance of the course


Goals/objectives


Teaching philosophy


Student outcomes


Course format



Lectures



Seminar instruction


Weekly content



Schedule including theme and literature


Evaluation and criteria for grading


Bibliography

Assignment #2:

Reflection on a critical incident in the classroom

Due date: TBA

Weight: 40%

Option A: Presentation

Option B: Paper

Drawing from the instruction modules reflect on a “critical incident” occurring during your teaching practice from the perspective of theory.

Assignment #3:

Research paper

Due date: TBA

Weight: 50%
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8. Resources (library/physical/other)
See library statement.

9. Integrated Courses
N/A

10. Crosslisted Courses

N/A

11. Rationale
[forthcoming]
