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I would like to submit a request for the creation a new field in the graduate history program. 

I should mention that graduate students are permitted to study in geographic and thematic fields. Doctoral students are required to choose three fields for course work and comprehensive exams. Most of them choose a combination of geographic and thematic fields:

Geographic fields:

Africa and the Americas

Ancient History

Britain

Canada

Europe

United States 

We also offer students the possibility of combining their geographic areas of specialization with study and supervision in the following broad thematic fields:

Cultural history

Migration and ethnicity

Politics, law and the state

Sciences, health and environments

Social and economic history

Women, gender and sexualities

In our brief for the Periodic Appraisal of the Master’s /Ph.D. in History 1999-2005 submitted to the Ontario Council on Graduate Studies, I included a proposal for a new field entitled Comparative, Transnational and World History. It received the approval of the members of the executive committee. A description of the new field in the document is attached to my memorandum. 


Graduate Program in History

Rationale for New Field 

Comparative, Transnational and World History


At the time of the last OCGS appraisal, the Graduate Program in History proposed a series of thematic fields to complement the existing geographically-defined ones. In putting them forward, the Program explained that “[t]he best research in history does not fit neatly into specific categories” and “such thematic study will enhance the conceptual strength of many of our doctoral dissertations”. Seven years later, the ongoing development of the historical discipline, including the interests demonstrated by new and potential graduate students and the nature of new positions advertised, argues for the creation of a new area of strength, one which cuts across and joins both geographic and thematic definitions. 

1. The Importance of the Field and the Need to Introduce the Field into the Program
History as a modern intellectual discipline is intimately linked to the rise of the nation state and has most often taken the nation state as the fundamental frame of its analysis. In recent years, however, intellectual trends such as post-modernism and post-colonialism and new global realities such as the end of the Cold War and the advance of globalization have led to challenges to the priority of national histories and new interest in histories that cross not only national boundaries but also the boundaries among the traditional regions into which historians have divided the world. The discipline has become more concerned with encounters and exchanges, as well as with comparisons and with looking at historical developments from a world, or global, perspective.

Besides reflecting change to the discipline and new interest for comparative, transnational and world history, the new field will increase doctoral students’s choices for writing comprehensive exams. 

1b. Definition of the field

The new field will focus on transnational and global historical processes and pay attention to different temporal and geographic scales of analysis and linking the global and the local, or the mega or macro and the micro or small-scale. It will look at global forces influencing the life of a given society or to think beyond local, regional and /or national boundaries. Themes will examine different areas of the world-trade, migration and other large-scale population movements, the spread of diseases, transfers of technology, religion, colonialism, and post-colonialism.

2a. Faculty available and their areas of expertise
York has a large number of scholars working on aspects of comparative, transnational and world history. Currently there are eight members of the Graduate program in History who work on some aspect of comparative, transnational and world history and who have published in the field.

Thabit Abdullah (economic connections between the Ottoman Empire and India, the Indian Ocean region); 

José Curto (trans-Atlantic slave trade and connection between Africa and Brazil); 

Georgina Feldberg (history of disease); 

Joshua Fogel (interactions between China and Japan- Tier 1: Canada Research Chair in Modern Chinese History-Faculty of Arts); 

Thomas Gallant (the Mediterranean region in modern times- Hellenic Heritage Foundation Chair of Modern Greek History-Faculty of Arts-History); 

Paul Lovejoy (trans-Atlantic slave trade and the African diaspora: Brazil, Caribbean, North Africa- Tier 1: Canada Research Chair in African Diaspora History-Faculty of Arts); 

Anne Rubenstein (Latin America); 

Adrian Shubert (European encounters with non-European peoples).

2b. Selected examples of Recent Faculty Publications in the Field of Comparative, Transnational and World History

Thabit Abdullah, Merchants, Mamluks and Murder: The Political Economy of Commerce in Eighteenth Century Basra (SUNY Press, 2001)

José Curto, Africa and the Americas: Interconnections during the Slave Trade (Africa World Press, 2005) [edited with Renée Soulodre-La France]

-------------, Enslaving Spirits: The Portuguese Brazilian Alcohol Trade at Luanda and its Hinterland, c. 1550 1830 (Brill Academic Publishers, 2004).

Joshua Fogel, The Literature of Travel in the Japanese Rediscovery of China,

 1862-1945 (Stanford UP, 1996).

----------------, ed., Sagacious Monks and Bloodthirsty Warriors: Chinese Views of Japan in the Ming Qing Period (East Bridge, 2002).

Thomas Gallant, “Europe and the Mediterranean: A Reassessment” in G. Delanty, ed., Europe Beyond East and West: Towards a New Cosmopolitanism (Routledge, forthcoming 2006).

----------------, “Brigandage, Piracy, Capitalism and State-formation: Transnational Crime in an Historical World-systems Perspective,” in States and Illegal Networks, edited by Joshua Heyman and Alan Smart, editors. (Berg Press, 1999).

Paul Lovejoy, “Narratives of Trans-Atlantic Slavery: The Lives of Two Muslims, Muhammad Kaba Saghanaghu and Mahommah Gardo Baquaqua,” in N. Opoku-Agyemang, K. Opoku-Agyemang, P. E. Lovejoy, and D. Trotman, eds), Literary Manifestations of the African Diaspora (Africa World Press, 2005).

-----------------, “The Sahara-Atlantic Divide, Or How Women Fitted into the Slave Trade,” in Gwyn Campbell and Suzanne Miers (eds.), Women and Slavery (Ohio University Press).

Adrian Shubert, The West and the World since 1500: Contacts, Conflicts, Connections (Gage, 2002), with Arthur Haberman

3. Student Interest

We have seen a spontaneous interest in working on comparative and transnational topics on the part of students entering the GPH recently (current doctoral students with their dissertation topics):

Mariana Canadido, Enslaving Frontiers: Slavery, Trade and Identity, 1780-1850.

Maurice Demers, Building an Alternative Model of Pan-Americanism: the Catholic Church in Mexico and Quebec.

Oscar Grandio Morages, West Central African Slaves and the Transformation of the TransAtlantic Slave Trade.

Jennifer Lofkrantz, Ethnicity and Gender in the Trade of Enslaved Persons.

Colin McMahon, Ports of Recall: Memory of the Great Irish Famine. A Comparative Analysis (Canada, Ireland and the United States).

Alia Paroo, The Migration and Settlement of the Shia Ismaili Muslims in Africa
historians, and other students of "globalization" are 
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